


A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO

Our Mission
The Platelet Disorder Support 

Association is dedicated to enhancing 

the lives of people with immune 

thrombocytopenia (ITP) and other 

platelet disorders through education, 

advocacy, research and support. 

Our Vision
To be recognized as the premier 

resource for patients, their families, 

health care providers and government 

agencies who want to know about 

the symptoms and treatment of ITP 

and other platelet disorders.

This year marked an extraordinary chapter in PDSA’s 25+ year 
journey—one defined by growth, momentum, and the collective 
power of a community that continues to show up for one another in 
meaningful ways.

One of the most inspiring moments of the year was PDSA’s 25th 
Annual ITP Conference, our largest conference to date. Bringing 
together patients, caregivers, clinicians, researchers, and partners 
from around the world, the conference was a powerful reminder of 
why PDSA exists: to ensure that no one facing ITP ever feels alone. 
Nearly half of this year’s attendees were joining us for the first time, 
underscoring both the expanding reach of our community and the 
ongoing need for trusted education, connection, and hope. From 
cutting-edge research updates to deeply personal shared experiences, 
the conference embodied the strength, resilience, and compassion of 
the ITP family.

Equally impactful were our advocacy efforts, which reached new 
heights this year. In the United States, PDSA hosted our largest ITP 
Hill Day ever, bringing patients, caregivers, medical advisors, and 
staff together on Capitol Hill to elevate the voices of those living with 
ITP and advocate for improved access to specialized care and research. 
Just days later, we made history with our first-ever Canadian 
advocacy day, uniting advocates at Queen’s Park in Ontario to 
address barriers to treatment access and advance patient-centered 
policy change. These efforts reflect PDSA’s unwavering commitment 
to ensuring that patient voices are not only heard, but valued in 
decisions that affect their lives.

None of this progress would be possible without the dedication of our 
volunteers, advocates, medical advisors, staff, partners, and donors. 
Your belief in our mission fuels every program we deliver, every 
research grant we fund, and every conversation we help spark— 
whether in a support group, a clinic, or a government office.

As you explore this Impact Report, I hope you feel proud of what we 
have accomplished together. More importantly, I hope you feel 
inspired by what lies ahead. The work continues, but so does our 
shared determination to improve the lives of everyone affected by ITP.

With gratitude,

Caroline Kruse 
President and CEO 
Platelet Disorder Support Association
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ITP Patient Conference 2025 
was held in Philadelphia, PA, 

gathering 320 participants 

from 31 US states and  
14 countries

internationally  
renowned  
clinicians  
and  
researchers,  
all specialists 
in ITP

13 Medical 
Advisors,

PDSA spearheads the  
International 
ITP Alliance 

with 33 ITP 
patient associations 

representing

30 member countries

informational 
booklets on ITP

11
for adults, teens, children,  

and women with 42 
translated booklets in  

16 languages

2 Websites
PDSA.org

GlobalITP.org

1,100  
Members and Donors
whose charitable giving helped PDSA 
fulfill its mission and serve the greater 
ITP community

63
$1,000+ Circle  
of Hope Donors
provided leadership support to advance PDSA’s efforts

awarded to fund 
original patient-
centered ITP studies, 
increasing our 
research funding 
impact to a total 
of 26 grants and 
$460,000

ITP Research Grants

totaling $50,000  3

225
Children with ITP participated in the 
POKE-R Club, designed to ease the fear of injections 
or “needle phobia” resulting from frequent blood draws 
and treatments

PDSA’s Patient Helpline 
received 1,000+ inquiries
from patients and caregivers seeking helpful 
resources and information

Pump It Up For Platelets! 
Walk and Fundraising 
events were held, attracting 800+ 
participants and raising over $105,000 
for PDSA patient programs and research

16

2,000+ 
new members 
of PDSA’s closed 
Facebook Group, 
bringing participant 

total to 23,200+ 
members

15+ Advocacy Partners 
in the United States and Canada  

with whom we collaborate to achieve our 
common mission of improving the  

lives of the people we serve

27 Years
of serving and giving voice to the 

ITP patient community 

28-page quarterly 
editions of The
Platelet News

distributed to 

15k+ recipients 

12 monthly 
e-newsletters 
reaching an average of 

17k+ inboxes per month 

83 Patient 
Support Group 

Meetings 
were held with 

1,100+ patient and 

caregiver participants

2,300+ 
patients 

enrolled in PDSA’s 

ITP Natural 
History Study 

Registry

PSDA BY THE NUMBERS

Hundreds of pages  
of content for ITP patients, with a combined 

2.1 million total visits in 2025

25 episodes of 

Bruised but not Broken: 
Living with ITP
Podcasts have been 
released since its Fall 
2024 launch, bringing 
listeners practical 
insights into a wide 
range of topics for life 
with ITP

4

Sustained by ITP patients, 

PDSA’s support group 
program expanded to 68 
groups in 32 states,  
2 Canadian provinces 
and 2 countries
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The Barbara and Peter T. Pruitt Jr. 
ITP Research Award Recipients
Each year, the PDSA Research Program awards up to two $20,000 
research grants to investigators conducting innovative ITP patient-
centered studies. These awards are given in honor of longstanding 
PDSA champions Barbara and Peter Pruitt. Funding of the 
Research Program is provided through gifts made to the  
20/20 ITP Research Campaign.

2025 Pruitt Research Awards
Project Title: Immune Thrombocytopenia  
and Complications in Pregnancy:  
A Retrospective Controlled Cohort  
Study of a Diverse US Sample 
Investigator:	 Marina Beltrami Moreira, MD
Institution:	� The Ohio State University  

College of Medicine and  
Wexner Medical Center

Project Title: Unravelling Immune 
Thrombocytopenia Pathophysiology Using 
Proteomics and Single Cell Sequencing
Investigator:	 Thomas Pincez, MD, PhD, FRCPC 
Institution:	� McGill University

Exploring the New Frontier of 
ITP from the 2025 American 
Society of Hematology (ASH) 
Annual Meeting
The 67th American Society 
of Hematology (ASH) Annual 
Meeting and Exposition was 
held December 6-9, 2025, in 
Orlando, Florida. The 
meeting attracted over 
30,000 clinicians, 
researchers, pharmaceutical 
company personnel and 
nonprofit organizations 
worldwide to share ground-
breaking research in the field  
of hematology. 

For more than two decades, the PDSA ASH ITP Breakfast has been the 
premier scientific gathering for the global immune thrombocytopenia 
(ITP) community. Hosted by Caroline Kruse, President and CEO of the 
Platelet Disorder Support Association along with PDSA Medical 
Advisors James Bussel, MD; Nichola Cooper, MD; Michele Lambert, 
MD; and John Semple, PhD; the 2025 meeting brought together more 
than 200 participants, both in person and virtually, to discuss the most 
cutting-edge research in the field. What began 20 years ago as a small 
group of experts gathered around a single table has evolved into a true 
scientific powerhouse. Key takeaways from the research presented 
included tailored therapies, informed surgical decisions, safer 
standardized patient care, and a renewed focus on quality of life.

James B. Bussel, MD,  
ITP Young Investigator Award
The James B. Bussel, MD, ITP Young Investigator Award was 
established in 2017 to honor PDSA Medical Advisor Dr. Bussel 
for all he has done and continues to do to make a difference in 
the lives of ITP patients and their families, and to recognize his 
countless contributions to mentoring and advancing the scientific 
careers of promising clinical investigators. This competitive award 
is funded and distributed annually by the PDSA research team 
to support excellence in academic ITP research. Chosen young 
investigators receive a $10,000 scholarship to complete their study. 

2025 ITP Young Investigator Award
Project Title: Glycoform dependency of anti-
GPIIb/IIIa antibodies in ITP patients
Investigator:	� Angad Gothra, with mentorship 

from Marie A. Hollenhorst, MD, PhD
Institution:	� Brigham and Women’s Hospital / 

Harvard Medical School

2025 McMillan 
Award Recipient: 
John Semple, PhD 
At this year’s ASH ITP Breakfast, John 
Semple, PhD was honored with the 
2025 McMillan Award. This award 
was established in 2021 in honor of 
one of PDSA’s first medical advisors, 
Robert McMillan, MD, and is given by 
the PDSA Medical Advisory Board to 
an individual in the ITP community 
who shares Dr. McMillan’s 
generosity of mind and heart as 
well as passion for improving the 
lives of patients with ITP through 
basic or clinical research or service.

It was a packed house with over 
200 attendees at this year’s ASH 
ITP Breakfast.

Dr. Semple has served as a 
PDSA Medical Advisor since 
2000 – making him one of 
PDSA’s first three advisors 
– and has missed only one 
annual PDSA ITP Conference.

RESEARCH
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LEADING THE WAY IN PATIENT-CENTERED ITP RESEARCH
Throughout 2025, PDSA Staff and Medical Advisors continued to lead the way for the ITP community by 
working collaboratively to conduct, co-author, and fund the following patient-centered research studies, 
abstracts, posters, and presentations:

RESEARCH

“The PDSA site has been a great resource. We turn to it regularly for  
updates on ITP and to learn about the latest research.”  – Ria M.

PDSA Medical Advisor David Kuter, MD, 
DPhil, Chief of Hematology at Massachusetts 
General Hospital and Professor of Medicine 
at Harvard Medical School, was invited to 
give the Plenary lecture on “Thrombopoietin: 
From Molecule to Medicine.” Dr. Kuter’s 
basic science group was one of the original 
laboratories that discovered thrombopoietin, 
the platelet growth factor that regulates 
platelet production. 

PDSA President and CEO Caroline Kruse and PDSA Research Coordinator Taylor Bowles 
present their poster abstract on shared decision-making.

Shared Decision-Making Research Front and Center at ASH 2025 
In addition to organizing and hosting the ITP 
Breakfast, PDSA staff and medical advisors 
were invited to present research on shared 
decision-making in ITP treatment. Research 
was presented as a poster from the ITP Natural 
History Study Registry, a PDSA-administered, 
international patient-consented registry of 

adults and children with ITP, conducted in 
partnership with the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders (NORD). The registry is used to 
collect and analyze the real-world impact of 
immune thrombocytopenia on patients’  
quality of life, management of care, and 
opinions toward treatment.

ASH 2025

ISTH 2025
ITP took center stage at the 33rd annual International Society on Thrombosis and Haemostasis (ISTH) Meeting 

Held in Washington, DC June 21-25, 2025, 
thousands of the world’s leading experts on 
thrombosis, hemostasis and vascular biology 
come together to present the most recent 
advances, exchange the latest science and 
discuss the newest clinical applications 
designed to improve patient care. Twenty-
three oral presentations, one Plenary 
program, and multiple poster abstracts were 
presented over the course of five days, all 
devoted to immune thrombocytopenia and 
platelet disorders. PDSA volunteer Ken Kruse 
and President and CEO Caroline Kruse raising 
awareness about ITP in the PDSA booth. 

PDSA Medical Advisor Donald Arnold, 
MDCM, MSc, FRCPC from McMaster 
University in Hamilton, ON (Canada) stands in 
front of his poster on Guidelines on the 
emergency management of critical bleeding 
in patients with immune thrombocytopenia. 
Dr. Arnold is an author on the poster 
abstract, along with PDSA staff, Medical 
Advisor Rachael Grace, MD, and ITP patients 
Dale Paynter, Barbara Pruitt and Gail 
Strachan. The initial study was funded by a 
PDSA research award.

pdsa.org  |  5



CANADA’S QUEEN’S PARK DAY:  
A UNITED FRONT FOR ITP ACCESS
Just days after making their voices heard in 
Washington D.C., PDSA advocates carried their 
message north to Toronto’s Queen’s Park in Ontario, 
Canada. The first-ever Canadian advocacy day united 
nine patients, caregivers, and staff to meet with 12 
Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs) and 
Ministers, pressing for better access to ITP treatments 
through public drug plans across the country. 

By engaging directly with MPPs, the PDSA team 
helped raise awareness and build momentum toward 
systemic improvements that could benefit patients 
nationwide. Participants shared their personal 
journeys, highlighting the emotional and logistical 
challenges of navigating a rare disease within 
Canada’s healthcare system. These conversations 
emphasized the need for equitable access to 
innovative therapies, timely diagnoses, and 
consistent care regardless of geographic location. 

Queen’s Park Day marked a significant milestone in 
Canadian ITP advocacy. As a direct result of these 
meetings, Canada’s Drug Agency (CDA) is revisiting 
the criteria for accessing TPO-RA’s. It is only because 
of strong advocacy voices including from the PDSA 
that ITP patients in Canada are now closer to more 
equitable and evidence-based treatment pathways.

U.S. ITP HILL DAY: ELEVATING VOICES,  
ADVANCING CARE
In May 2025, PDSA voices were heard throughout the halls of Capitol Hill. 
Thirty patients, caregivers, medical advisors, and staff came together for ITP Hill 
Day with a united purpose: to raise awareness of ITP and advocate for the 
creation of ITP Centers of Excellence across the United States. 

Throughout the day, the groups met with 34 congressional offices, sharing 
personal stories and expert insights that emphasized the need for specialized, 
comprehensive care and increased research funding. These conversations 
helped educate policymakers about the unique challenges faced by those living 
with ITP. 

A highlight of the day was the presentation of the 2025 Public Policy Leadership 
Award to Congressman Darin LaHood (R–IL-16). As a steadfast champion for 
the ITP community, Congressman LaHood has been instrumental in advancing 
the vision of ITP Centers of Excellence and leading the charge amongst his 
fellow congressional members. 

ITP Hill Day was more than a series of meetings—it was a demonstration of unity, 
resilience, and the power of patient-led advocacy. By speaking directly to 
lawmakers, participants helped lay the foundation for increased congressional 
awareness that could lead to funding for research, improved diagnostic protocols, 
and the development of dedicated treatment centers. These changes would not 
only improve patient outcomes but also reduce the burden on general healthcare 
systems and ensure that no one with ITP feels invisible.

ADVOCACY

PDSA advocates in Canada gathered for a historic 
day of meetings with the Legislative Assembly of 
Ontario, located at Queen’s Park, Toronto.

Honoring advocacy in 
action: Congressman Darin 
LaHood with his Advocacy 
Award, joined by PDSA 
Medical Advisor Michael 
Tarantino, MD, and 
Caroline Kruse.

PDSA advocates gathered in front of the 
Capitol Building for a group photo before a 
full day of congressional meetings.

ADVOCACY IN ACTION
PLATELET DISORDER SUPPORT ASSOCIATION
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ITP INTERNATIONAL 
ALLIANCE HOLDS  
ANNUAL MEETING
For the fifth year, members of the 
International ITP Alliance convened 
from across the globe for a dynamic, 
day-long symposium held just ahead 
of this year’s ITP Conference. Eleven 
dedicated global ambassadors, 
representing 12 countries— including 
Argentina, Australia/New Zealand, 
Brazil, Canada, Finland, France, Israel, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, and 
the United States—gathered in 
Philadelphia to exchange insights and 
share impactful updates on their 
organizations’ efforts to educate, 
empower, and support ITP patients 
and caregivers within their 
communities. 

Alliance ambassadors were also 
joined by some of our industry 
partners who shared updates on ITP 
treatments and clinical trials. 
Organized by PDSA and moderated 
by PDSA President and CEO Caroline 
Kruse, topics for discussion included 
important scientific updates from the 
EHA Congress (European 
Hematology Association) and  
ISTH (International Society of 
Thrombosis and Haemostasis),  
along with a workshop on ways to 
raise visibility during ITP Awareness 
Month.

PDSA PARTICIPATED IN THE 
FOLLOWING MEETINGS: 
•	 American Society of Hematology (ASH) 

67th Annual Meeting and Exposition

•	 American Society of Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology (ASPHO) Conference

•	 Hemostasis & Thrombosis Research Society 
(HTRS)

•	 International Society on Thrombosis and 
Haemostasis (ISTH)

•	 National Organization for Rare Disorders 
(NORD) Rare Diseases and Orphan Products 
Breakthrough Summit

•	 Rural & Remote Meeting - Canada

ADVOCACY PARTNERSHIPS 
Collaborations are critical to achieving our 
common mission of improving the lives of the 
people we serve.

The Autoimmune Association

A-Plus – American Plasma Users Coalition

ASH – American Society of Hematology

Blood Health Network

CBS – Canadian Blood Services 

CORD – Canadian Organization for Rare 
Disorders

CPAG – Coalition of Patient Advocacy 
Groups

EHA – European Hematology Association

FDA Alliance

Genetic Alliance

IAPO – International Alliance of Patients’ 
Organizations

ICON – Pediatric ITP Consortium of North 
America

Immunocompromised Collaborative

International ITP Alliance

NORD – National Organization for Rare 
Disorders

NRBDO – Network of Rare Blood Disorder 
Organizations

PPTA – Plasma Protein Therapeutics 
Association

THSNA – Thrombosis & Hemostasis Society 
of North America

ADVOCACY

Engaging conversations and valuable 
ideas were exchanged during the 
International ITP Alliance Meeting.

Members of the International ITP 
Alliance pose for a group photo outside 
The Logan Hotel in Philadelphia (L to R), 
Marie Linden (Norway), Marjo Lindberg 
(Finland), Barbara Lovrencic (Italy), Peter 
Pruitt (PDSA Board Chair), Marília Silva 
(Brazil), Mieke Budal (Netherlands), 
Caroline Kruse (US/Canada), Michal 
Winograd (Israel), Melissa Hilsabeck (US/
Canada), Danielle Boyle (Australia, New 
Zealand), Rubén De Francesco 
(Argentina), Serge Laborde (France).

Jody Shy, PDSA Director of Programs and 
Events, and Caroline Kruse, PDSA 
President and CEO, present their poster 
abstract “PDSA’s ITP Patient Voice 
Speakers Bureau: How Shared Lived 
Experience Positively Impacts Advocacy 
and Treatment.”

NORD 2025 RARE 
DISEASES & 
ORPHAN PRODUCTS 
BREAKTHROUGH 
SUMMIT
PDSA joined more than 800 
rare disease stakeholders at the 
National Organization for Rare 
Disorders (NORD) Rare Diseases 
& Orphan Products 
Breakthrough Summit in 
Washington, D.C., held October 
19–21.
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PDSA Hosts Its 25th Annual ITP Conference 
in Philadelphia

ITP CONFERENCE

“This was our 1st conference and it was a 

wonderful event, everything was planned 

well, and organized well, everything was 

timed well. I don’t see how it could’ve  

been better.”

The 25th Annual ITP Conference brought together an 
inspiring mix of 320 patients, caregivers, clinicians, 
and industry leaders from 14 countries, 31 U.S. 
states, and 2 Canadian provinces for a powerful 
weekend of learning and connection. Nearly half of this 
year’s attendees were new to the conference, making it 
our largest and most dynamic gathering yet.

Held at The Logan in the heart of Philadelphia, the event offered a 
rich and varied program designed to engage every member of the 
ITP community. Attendees participated in expert-led sessions and 
intimate small group discussions, with dedicated tracks for children 
and teens. PDSA trivia night, prize giveaways, and lively social 
gatherings added fun and connection throughout the weekend.

From cutting-edge research updates to heartfelt community 
moments, the conference offered something for everyone. 
Attendees had the chance to engage directly with world-renowned 
ITP specialists, share their stories, and build lasting relationships 
within the ITP community.

“This 
conference 

has changed 
my life!”

Attendees gathered in the main ballroom for a series of 
informative sessions on ITP, including When to Involve an 
Immunologist in Your ITP Journey: a professional and patient 
perspective, Access to Care: Navigating the maze of ITP 
treatments, Quality of Life in ITP: Fatigue, bleeding, oral health, 
cognitive impairment, and more!

Attendees from the Kid’s Kamp and Teen Track teamed up for 
an interactive scavenger hunt that had them exploring the 
conference, solving clues, and bonding along the way.

Small Inquire & Inspire breakout sessions led by PDSA Medical 
Advisors offered time and space for more intimate conversations 
and Q&A.
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ITP CONFERENCE

A live Q&A session gave patients the chance to 
engage with PDSA Medical Advisors and leading ITP 

experts, who provided insight on a wide range of ITP 
topics. (L to R) James Bussel, MD; David Kuter, MD, 

DPhil; Douglas Cines, MD; Craig Kessler, MD; Ilene C. 
Weitz, MD; Howard Liebman, MD.

“We are leaving with more hope, better 

perspective, a stronger community, more 

friends, more love. Thank you!! This is 

a highlight of a year – we always learn 

something and it’s so wonderful to reconnect 

with friends and make new friends.”

Patients living with ITP opened up about their experiences, 
sparking thoughtful dialogue with PDSA Medical Advisors and 
others in the audience. (L to R): PDSA Medical Advisor David 
Kuter, MD, DPhil; ITP patients Diana DiMeo and Kristen Prevost, 
and PDSA Medical Advisor Annemarie Fogerty, MD.

The Exhibit Hall buzzed between 
sessions as attendees met 

with industry partners to 
learn about ITP treatment 
options and took time 
to connect with one 
another.

�Just for Teens: PDSA Medical Advisors Rachael Grace, MD, MMSc 
and Michele Lambert, MD, MSTR led an interactive presentation 
focused on helping teens learn more about ITP and feel 
supported in their journey.

The Saturday night 
Double-Decker 
bus tour offered 
iconic sights of 
Philadelphia and 
great company 
along the way.

Whether you were seeking  
answers, support, or simply a sense  
of belonging—this year’s conference  
delivered. We’re proud to celebrate  
the strength and spirit of the ITP family.
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5th Annual Canadian Regional Meeting

PDSA remains committed to supporting, 
educating, and advocating for our Canadian 
members, including ITP patients, caregivers, 
and healthcare professionals. On Saturday, 
September 28, PDSA hosted its 5th Canadian 
Regional Meeting at the Hyatt Place Toronto/ 
Mississauga Centre in Ontario, welcoming 44 
attendees, making it our second-largest 
gathering to date. 

The program began with a presentation by 
Dr. Alan Lazarus, PhD, from St. Michael’s 
Hospital in Toronto, titled “ITP Under the 
Microscope: How and Why the Immune 
System Attacks Platelets,” followed by Dr. 
Michael Scott, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Medicine at the University of 
Toronto, on “Managing ITP in Canada: 
Understanding Your Diagnosis and Treatment 
Options,” Dr. Vicky Breakey, Associate 
Professor of Pediatrics at McMaster University, 

Canadian Regional Meeting moderator Caroline Kruse 
is joined by the speaker’s panel and PDSA Board member 
and Canadian Dale Paynter (L to R), Vicky Breakey, MD, 
Michael Scott, MD, and Alan Lazurus, PhD.

ITP couldn’t dim the bright 
smiles of ITP Warriors Haley 
and Mellody, who joined us 
for PDSA’s 5th Canadian 
Regional Meeting. 

presented “The Effects of Chronic ITP in 
Children and Teens,” and an in-depth Q&A 
with the attendees and all three speakers.

ITP patients and caregivers reconvened after 
lunch for an update from Andrew Retfalvi of 
Global Public Affairs, who spoke about 
PDSA’s ongoing advocacy work to improve 
access to ITP treatments in Ontario, and a 
panel of five PDSA patient advocates shared 

their experiences taking part in the 
organization’s first Queen’s Park Day, 
emphasizing how impactful the experience 
was in raising awareness and having their 
voices heard. The day concluded with three 
powerful and heartfelt stories from ITP 
Warriors. Lauren Toy and her mother, Dr. 
Ruby Chan, a pediatrician, and Priyanka 
Mensinkai, caregiver to her four-year-old 
daughter with ITP.

ITP Patient Connect Support Groups –  
A Welcoming and Encouraging Space

Benita Proctor, co-facilitator of the DC/
Maryland/Virginia support group, with 
her husband, Chris, welcoming attendees 
to ITP Conference 2025.

PDSA’s very first support group meeting in 
2003 established an enduring and valuable 
program that continues to expand its reach 
and touch the lives of ITP patients and 
caregivers. Today, PDSA’s ITP Patient Connect 
program is an active collection of patient-led 
support groups, providing a space to offer 
encouragement, share personal experiences, 
and learn from one another. 

By 2025, ITP Patient Connect had blossomed 
to 68 ITP support groups, in 32 US states,  
2 Canadian provinces, and 2 countries, who 
held a combined total of 83 in-person, virtual, 
or hybrid meetings with 1,100+ patients and 
caregivers participating. 

Support Group Facilitator 
Breakfast and Workshop
A standout moment of the ITP Conference 
each year is the Support Group Facilitator 

Workshop, an inspiring gathering that unites 
the dedicated leaders of our support group 
program. This year’s workshop was no 
exception. Twenty-seven facilitators had a 
meaningful opportunity to reconnect with 
peers, exchange ideas, and deepen their 
facilitation skills in a collaborative 
environment. The session also introduced 
valuable new resources designed to 
strengthen their groups and enhance the 
support they provide to the ITP community. 

The session centered on the powerful role of 
storytelling and how it can be tailored to 
different settings—from government 
advocacy meetings and industry partner 
gatherings to PDSA speaking engagements 
and support group discussions. Participants 
explored how each scenario requires a 
different approach, adjusting the level of 
detail, the length of time, and the message’s 

emotional impact to ensure their stories 
resonate. The session emphasized that 
storytelling isn’t one-size-fits-all, but a 
dynamic tool that, when used thoughtfully, 
can inform, inspire, and drive change. 

EDUCATION AND SUPPORT
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Educational Booklets
PDSA’s library of free educational booklets can help you to better understand and 
manage your diagnosis with the most current information. In 2025, we updated the ITP 
Pamphlet and ITP in Children booklet in English, as well as the For Women & Girls+ 
with ITP booklet in Spanish. 
We added Norwegian to 
the number of translations 
of the ITP in Children, 
Understanding ITP, and For 
Women & Girls+ with ITP, 
bringing our collection to a 
total of 42 translated 
booklets in  
16 different 
languages.

“I came to realize that having ITP isn’t something to be ashamed of – it’s something 
that has made me determined to test the limits of ‘impossible’, and that has allowed 

me to live a life that has inspired others to do the same.” 

– Ella C.

“I just wanted 
to thank you 
again for all 
of your help! 
The buzzy 
bee helped 
tremendously 
with Cali’s 
recent appointment!  
That thing is amazing.  
I am so grateful.”

– Crystal Horton, mom of Cali H. 

Being diagnosed with ITP is scary for 
anyone, but even more so for kids–
especially with the ongoing testing 

and needle sticks that 
they must endure. 
Created to help 
alleviate the stress, 
pain, and anxiety of 
frequent needle pokes, 
the POKE-R Club for 

KidsSM program is an exclusive benefit 
for children of PDSA Members in the 
U.S. and Canada. Pediatric POKE-R 
Club members receive a special 
collection of positive reinforcement 
resources designed to improve their 
ITP experience, including a Buzzy® bee, 
a special pain relief device that 
combines cold and vibration to help 
eliminate or inhibit needle pain.

PDSA’s POKE-R Club for Kids was 
created by PDSA in 2014 with a 
handful of participants. Since then, 
many children have benefited from the 
program. 

The POKE-R Club welcomed 26 new 
members in 2025. A total of 225 
children, ages 1 to 18, were enrolled  
in this special program in 2025, 
representing 37 states, 4 provinces 
and 2 countries! 

2025 PDSA College Scholarship Winners!
$1,500 RECIPIENT 

Josh Kelly  
BARRIE, 
ONTARIO 
CARLETON 
UNIVERSITY 

$1,000 RECIPIENT

Mai Ueno  
DENISON, TEXAS 
THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NORTH CAROLINA  
AT CHAPEL HILL

$6,000 RECIPIENT

Ella Casano  
FAIRFIELD, 
CONNECTICUT 
STANFORD 
UNIVERSITY 

EDUCATION AND SUPPORT

For Women & Girls+ with ITP: 
PERIODS, PREGNANCY,  

MENOPAUSE AND MORE
BLEEDING ISSUES IN THE STAGES OF LIFE

 

For kvinner og jenter+ med ITP: 
MENS, GRAVIDITET,  OVERGANGSALDEREN MED MER

BLØDNINGSPROBLEMER I  FORSKJELLIGE LIVSFASER 

ITP in Children 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

$500 RECIPIENT 

Monica 
Salzman  
FOREST LAKE, 
MINNESOTA 
UNIVERSITY 
OF NORTH 
DAKOTA 

$500 RECIPIENT

Cameron Stephenson  
MICKLETON,  
NEW JERSEY  
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
– CAMDEN 

$750 RECIPIENT

Derek Hu  
CLARKSBURG, 
MARYLAND 
DUKE UNIVERSITY 
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The Power of Purple:  
ITP Awareness Month
We’ve come a long way since PDSA first established ITP Awareness Month 
in 2010, and this September was no exception. Across the U.S. and 
Canada, our community showed up in full force to raise awareness and 
celebrate the strength of our amazing ITP family. From coast to coast, 
landmarks were lit up purple for our #LightUp4ITP campaign, and ITP 
patients, caregivers, friends and family, and professional partners shared 
purple pride all month long. Whether it was a porch light, a purple outfit, 
or a heartfelt post, every gesture helped shine a light on ITP. 

3.6k+
Unique Visits 
 per Month

4.9k+
Total Visits per Month

GlobalITP.org

120k+
Unique Visits 
 per Month

171k+
Total Visits per Month

pdsa.org

2025 Social 
Media Reach

12.5k+
PDSA.org Discussion Group Members 
pdsa.org/discussion-group

4.7k+
Instagram Followers 
@PDSA_ITP

17.3k+
Facebook Page Followers 
facebook.com/plateletdisorder

23k+
Facebook Group Members 
facebook.com/groups/
PlateletDisorderSupportAssociation

1.7k+
X Followers 
@PDSA_ITP

260k+
YouTube Video Views
1.4k Subscribers 
@PDSAorg

700+
LinkedIn Followers

AWARENESS AND OUTREACH
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AWARENESS AND OUTREACH

“When we didn’t know what to do when our daughter 

was diagnosed, your resources helped so much.”  

– Michelle P.
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Pump It Up For Platelets! 
The 2025 Pump It Up For Platelets! walk/run and fundraising 
program was an incredible success! The ITP community 
demonstrated its commitment by actively working together 
and taking important steps to raise awareness for ITP and 
funding for PDSA programs and research. PDSA is deeply 
thankful to every event organizer, volunteer, and participant 
whose dedication helped elevate awareness and strengthen 
our ITP community.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

TOTAL RAISED:  
$105k

16 Pump It Up  
For Platelets!  

events were held in  
the US and Canada

TOTAL PARTICIPANTS:  
800+
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Pump It Up For Platelets!
Locust Grove, VA
$1,000
Organizers: Brittany Critchfield and Wyatt Foster

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Thousand Oaks, CA
$1,875
Organizer: Amgen

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Northern California
$2,095
Event Organizers: Michael Barden, Dawn Phillips,  
and John Phillips

Pump It Up For Platelets!
South San Francisco, CA
$3,900
Event Organizer: Rigel Pharmaceuticals

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Orange County, CA
$4,185
Event Organizers: Cathy Aldama, Leilani Fitzgerald, 
Melissa Hilsabeck, and Kelly Torres

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Detroit, MI
$5,000
Event Organizer: Tracey Parker

Devin Bowl
Highland, IL
$19,012
Event Organizers:  
Donna and Kent Winter

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Purple for Platelets
Columbus, OH
$20,500
Event Organizers: Ashley and Greg Randolph,  
and Beth Robertson

CIRCLE OF HOPE EVENT ORGANIZERS

“A reminder that we 
are all in this together, knowledge is power, and  I personally am very thankful for the resources and support groups through PDSA.” 

– Cassandra C.
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CORPORATIONS AND 
FOUNDATIONS
America’s Charities
Amgen USA
argenx US Inc.
Assa Abloy
The Caine Family Foundation
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Charles Schwab Foundation
CSL Behring Biotherapies for Life
Eli Lilly and Company
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
The France Foundation
Goldman Giving Fund
Holewinski Family Foundation c/o  

Legacy Family Office, LLC
Janis M Stradley Trust
Jiangsu Hengrui Pharmaceuticals Co., Ltd.
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
National Philanthropic Trust
Noble Family Charitable Foundation
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
PSEG Foundation
Rigel Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Sanofi Pharmaceuticals
Schwab Charitable Fund
SK International
Sobi
Takeda Pharmaceuticals

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
Benevity Fund
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Thrivent
YourCause, LLC

BENEFACTORS  
($500-$999)

Walter Benenati

Brendan Cameron

Dane Christiansen

Elizabeth and Roger Cornwall

Barbara and William Cressman

Brittany Critchfield

Custom Ink LLC.

Matt Del Monaco

Nadine Djordjevic

Cameron Dryden

Janell and Daniel Eriks

Theresa and Andrew Fedak

Sonya Hall Turner

Jacquelyn Hall-Davis

Paul Hilsabeck

Bruce Levine

The Meadowbrook School

Sally McGowan

Sandra Noykoff

Jerry Rettig

Patricia Robbins

Marlyce and James Rysavy

Beth Siegelbaum

Brittany Soto

Bunnie Stevenson

Joanne Stitz

Sonia Vandama

Darlene Weinmann

ASSOCIATES  
($250-$499)
Laura Alioto

Susan and Mark Anderson

Gail Strachan and David Bannon

Tricia Blevins

Donna and Charles Carter

Andy Chiu

Byung Choi

Adele Cines

Diana and Luca Conte

Javier Corripio

Carolyn Cummins

Pamela Daittillio

Michael DeMichele

Randi and Barry Deutsch

Salvatore DiFazio

Tiffany and John Donovan

Deborah and Stephen Downie

Kim and Jim Everett

Brandy and Bryce Fincham

Allison and Keith Flowers

It is through the thoughtful generosity of so many that PDSA is able to 
fulfill its mission of enhancing the lives of people with ITP and other 
platelet disorders through education, advocacy, research and support. 
Each year, thousands of individuals, organizations, corporations, and 
foundations provide meaningful support through charitable gifts, 
membership, tributes in memory or honor of family and friends, 
sponsorships of programs, and special events.

Every gift is important and truly appreciated. The following lists 
recognize those who stepped forward to support our efforts in 2025.

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($10,000+)
Charlotte Cunningham-Rundles, MD and James Bussel, MD
Joan and Richard Jordan
Caroline and Ken Kruse
Estate of Steward Lewis
Mary Lou Lyons
Katharine McCleary
Michael Mulder
David Sherman
Cheri and Derek Zimmerman
Joyce and Dale Zimmerman

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($5,000-$9,999)
Jennifer and Benjamin Grimes
Shirley Pruitt
Ashley and Greg Randolph
Julie and Michael Tarantino, MD
Donna and Kent Winter

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($3,000-$4,999)
Jacqueline and Bruce Prescott
Kathy and Ross Tanner
Sheila and Jeffrey Truesdell

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($2,000-$2,999)
Deborah and Gerald Barnes
Mary and James Benvenuto
Judith Klavans
Barbara and Peter Pruitt
Virginia Rennie
Dana and Thomas Stotz
Caroline and Roger Todd

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($1,000-$1,999)
Theresa and Pete 

Anastasakis
Gina Cariaga and  

Michael Barden
Mr. and Mrs. George 

Beckwith
Amita and Ranjive Bhalla
Anna and Dwight Bradley
Esther and Paul Brandt
Kristin Henrikson and  

Jon Brandt
Robert Feiner
Jan and Steve Gardner
Tina Harris
Patricia and Bennett	

Henrikson
Chris Hunter
Karen and David Imig
Mary and James Ingmire
Shannon Jackson
Tim Johnson
Emily and Kris Kile
Daniel King
Irene Kuter, MD, DPhil and 

David Kuter, MD, DPhil

John Lacy
Michelle and Michael 

Lederman
Ilene Weitz, MD and 

Howard Liebman, MD
Karen Rosenbaum and Ben 

McClinton
David Meyer
Irma and Daniel Miles
Susan and Dale Paynter
Jeanne and Dan Pinnell
Patricia Pulley
Samantha and John Quirk
Sharon and David Roberts
Diana DiMeo and  

Gordon Rowse
Joachim Schue
Jody and Jon Shy
Julie and Michael Spieker
Theresa and Tony Waxlax
Lisa Williams
Susan and Lewis Wirshba
Joan Young

2025 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES
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Income Funding

How The Funds Were Used

Programs	 $1,571,519
General & Administrative	 $	 172,898
Fundraising	 $	 75,770

Total	 $1,820,187

Net Assets at end of Year (accumulated)	 $9,438,942

Contributions & Grants	 $	 409,754
Corporate Sponsorships	 $	 388,001
Conference	 $	 695,306
Membership Dues	 $	 146,744
Research Donations	 $	 738,482
Sales, Investment Income & Other Revenue	 $	 417,699

Total	 $2,795,986

4% 
Fundraising10% 

General & 
Administrative

Elizabeth Franklin

Diane and Robert Gray

Linda and Robert Guilmette

Jennifer Hargett

Deborah and H. William Harlan

Susan Hilsabeck

Tai Hu

Yvonne and Ralph Jones

Diane Joppie

Louise Kittel Mason

John Letang

Joni and Alan Lichtin

Kathryn McGoogan

Pat Melton

Andrew Miller

Joyce Miller

Christina Miranda

Patricia Morris

Mike Morrow

Michael Mulder

Debra and Phillip Netz

Helen and John Nilsen

Robert O’Sullivan

Tracey Parker

Tom Peddicord

Dawn and David Phillips

David Polnaszek

Alex Ropp

Debbie and Thomas Serra

Margot and John Shortridge

Tri Beta Biological Honor Society 

Tamara Vanek

Ronald Virgin

Tess Wakasugi-Don

Randall Walker

Michelle Warner

Stephen Warnick

Nariman Yousefi

CONTRIBUTORS  
($100-$249)
Lisa and Christopher Aebli

Julie and Paul Agius

Diane Alaggia

Cathy and Raul Aldama

Chris Aldama

Emily Aldama

Kent Allebrand

Rocio Alvizures

Helen Ando

Angeleta Angelo-Levitt

Salsee Trivedi and Shailabh Atal

Susan and John Atkinson

Susanne Avino

David Bacon

Chris Banko

Tracy Barden

Denise and Keith Barnes

Anne Barry

Lorraine Barry

Tanya and Dean Belitskus

Kira Beyak

Yvette Bomersback

Amber Bowman

Betsy and Michael Boxer

Idalia Breton

TJ and Mitchell Brininstool

Barbara and David Bugen

Sally and William Burrows

Donna and Joseph Cambareri

Emily Campbell

Octavio Cardenas

Jean and Alan Carroll

Christie Catalano

Ruby Chan

Rositsa Chankova

Catherine Cheo-Isaacs

Hyeong-Ah Choi

Gavin Clark

Helen Clarke

Angie Claypole

Beth and Bruce Cleveland

Tim Climo

Joanna Cole

Katherine and Douglas Coleman

Deborah Cousineau

Sharon Coyne

Donna and John Crider

Michael Cucka

Jim Dai

Susan Daly

William Deaver

Diane and Louis DeBlasio

Olga and Ari Demirjian

Lloyd Diamond

Lori Distler

Linda Kilchenstein  
and Matthew Dittrich

Laura Dogan

William Doyle

Mary and Stuart Eavenson

Mary Anne Ellison

Adele and Glen Evans

Bernard Eydt

Jenifer and Robert Eyre

Audrey and Eugene Farmer

Karen Feldman

Nadine Fetters

Neil Fleitell

Jennifer Foote

Brenda and David Foster

Kathleen and Steven Frederick

Tracy Funk

5% 
Membership Dues

2025 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES

86% 
Programs

15% 
Contributions 

& Grants

25% 
Conference

14% Corporate 
Sponsorships

26% 
Research 
Donations

15% Sales, 
Investment Income  
and Other Revenue
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Darlene Fury

Selena Gabat

Lanie Gastman

Roslyn Gill Heafitz

Karen Goss

Nancy Guth

Michael Halpern

Sami Hamdan

Diane Harris

Brianne Hartke

Wendy Hartung

Caitlin Haskins

Joseph Healy

Margo and Martin Hecht

John Henderson

Patty, Layman & Kyle Hendrex

Patty and Layman Hendrex SR

Lily Henson

Stefanie Herbert

Mary Herold

Kurt Hiedler

Kelly Hindle

Jennifer Hinzman

Rita Hoffman

Mary and Richard Horgan

Tiffany House

June Igarashi

Marsha and Richard Inman

Lori and Dick Ireland

Barbara and James Jacobs

Mercedes Jauregui

Ann and William Jones

Kalmer HVAC Services 

Ashley Kanney

Alex Kareotes

Navin Karwande

Patricia Kawaa

Francesca Kehoe

Bruce Kennedy

Keraz Transportation, Inc. 

Leila Kessel

John Klein

Jerry Koning

Christine and Thomas Kroeger

Matthew Kunce

Nancy Lapinski

Patricia and Dirk Leasure

Nancy Leonard

Thomas Lewandowski

Don Llarena

Cathy Lungen

Mr. and Mrs. David MacDonald

Jessi MacLeod

Kathleen Marinelli

Mary Marino

Philip Marshall

Judy Matsushima

Tim Mayo

Eleonore and Russell McCabe

Patrick McEuen

Brian McGrail

Patricia McKnight Hancock

Jan McMillan

Bonnie McMillian

Linda Meisel

Joyce Messier

Stephanie Middleton

Beth and Jeffrey Miller

Theresa Chapman Miller  
and Jeff Miller

Tammy Mines

Florence and Richard Miranda

Joshua Mock

Susy Moesch

Caroline Monroe

Elsa and Steven Morrick

Meredith Mosconi

Frank and Frank Moss

Shahram Namdar

Pardis Navid

Tania Nichol

Karin Numoto

Adrienne Offenberg

Lori and Terry Olszewski

Shawn-Laree O’Neil

Kathy Ottobre

John Park

Hugh Parker

Patricia Parker

Todd Parker

Julie Patel

Julie Paulson

Lorraine Peckham

Jennifer Perkins

Joan and Martin Pfinsgraff

Thomas Pincez

Janice and Alan Pohlman

Kathy and Tim Pow

Patricia and Alex Pow

Gloria Prevost

Carol Price

David Priestley

Benita and Joseph Proctor

Christine Rainsforth

Jessica and Nick Randolph

Michael Randolph

Susan Rao

Kathy Redd

Kristen Reinsel

Jana and Mike Resch

Margaret Rich

Rollin Richman

Libby Riggins

Courtney Roberts

Raul Rodriguez

Carmen and Jay Rollins

Belinda Rooney

DeLee Roper

Charles Rossner

Kate Rowlandson

Genny Sabo

Renee Saputo

Barbie Sauve

Sandra and Gerald Scheel

Dean Schorno

Rebecca Schulter

Elizabeth Schweinsberg

Barbara Shane

Catherine and John Slavin

Sundus Sliemers

Molly Smith

James Spence

Elizabeth Spivey

Julie Stevenson

Teresa Stinnett

Jennifer Tabak

Diane and Glenn Tanner

Jennifer Teper

Sue and Francis Terminella

Kevin Thacker Thomas

Kathleen Thomas

Michael J Thomas

Theresa Thrower

Katherine Tobin

William Travis

Leon Turnbull

Jessica and Cody VandeVelde

Rabin Bert Vongpaisal

Tammy and Dave Walsh

D Watkins

Mackenzie Watson

Parker Watt

Nora Weage

Pam and Tom Wehner

Judy Werner

Courtney Werning

Kathryn Whaley

Laura and Kevin White

Adam Whitman

Walt Whitman High School 

Patricia and Albert Wimmer

David Wolter

David Womack

Barbara and Stanley Woolever

Linan Xiao

DeeAnn Yabusaki

Donna and Walter Young

Lan Zheng

FRIENDS ($50-$99)
Juan Alvarez

Tracey Amey

Ben Anderson

Elizabeth Anderson

Ashley Andren

Sierra Arroyo

Marjorie Asfour Kirkham

Julie Askins

Sharon Aucker

Maari Avila

Karen and William Bailey

Pascale Cormier and Peter Barrette

Eric Bausman

Barbara Bean

Roger Belanger

Steve Bender

David Bentley

Janelle and David Bertsch

Leighsa and Joe Bessonette

Mike Bliziotes

Caroline and Bo Blundell

Pete Boehm

Cathy Boggs

Michele and Robert Bohlmann

Sara Bowman

2025 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES

“You know how grateful I am to the PDSA for educating 
me and helping me through this journey with ITP!”  

– PDSA Member
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“Thanks to your organization for all of the work it does 
on behalf of ITP patients.” 

– PDSA Member

2025 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES

Christian Pedersen

Justin Perez

Yulmi Perez

Scott Perkins

Karen Phillips

William Pickles

Jeri and Bill Preston

Elsie Price

Lillian and Palmer Quackenbush

Justine Quesada

Connie Quinn

Carmen Ramsay

Maria and Andy Rash

Kendra Rattigan

Eric Reed

Sara Reesor

Frank Rehor

Leigh Anne Rethage

Barbara Reuschle

Andras Revesz

Lynn and Brian Ricci

Edward Rich

Michele Ross

William Ross

Marie Rossi

Ashley Rothrock

Tommy Russomano

David Sanderson

Rodger Schmid

Donna Schreiber

Stephanie Schultz

Theresa Scott

Craig Sheer

Braden Silcott

Mary Simon

Paul Singh

Charlene Smith

Ashley Somenzi

Omer Faruk Soykan

Michelle Steadman

David Stevens

Maria Stevens

Marian Stirrup

Kenneth Sullivan

Lois Syth

Shazia Tashfeen

Greg Gaither

Sandra Gale

Thomas Gentsch

Ann and Pete George

Kim Geremia

Peter Gesuale

Tami Gibson

Jean Gill

Lisa Giuroiu

Angela Glover

Jonathan Goodman

Melinda and John Gragnani

Stephanie Grant

Sylvia Greenbaum

Marie-Eve Grégoire

Ryan Gregory

Adrian Grieve

Nancy and John Groh

Gloria Guelleme

Hazel and Ted Gull

Janet Guthrie

Theja Swaroop Reddy Guvvala

Patricia Harris

William Haskell

Alison Havel

Tina Hawkins

Anna Haydar-Alizadeh

Mary Haynes

Brittany Heller

Eric Hernandez

Strait Hicklin

Mary Hillberry

Joy Hobbs

Lindsey and Ben Hoefft

Bonnie Holaday

Holland Group, LLC 

Ashlee Homer

Cheryl Howlett

Paul Jeffery

Maureen and Robert Jelloe

Cel Johnson

Sharon Johnston

Jaya Kartha

Karen Kelly

Billie Jo Kennedy

Jeff Keoleian

Shivani Khosla

Diane Kirchen

Amy Kleinlein

William Klibanow

Patricia and Thomas Koppinger

Renee Larum

Joe Lasaga

Maya Lazar

Alan Lazarus

Robert Levine

Darrell Lewis

Pilar Lotero

Kathleen Lynch

Karin Magnuson

Regina Manning

Allison and Paul Mardeusz

Elly Marsh

Peter Martin

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Matsushima

Laura McCoy

Manuela and Stephen McShane

Natalie Mendes

Edith Mercado

Roberta Meyerson

Alex Miller

Lee Ann Mitchell

Shannon Mitchell

Marie Montoya

Claudia Montuori

Charlene Morris

Inez Mosser

Neely Mozaffarian, MD

Dennis Mulberger

Derek Murashige

Ellen and Carl Nathe

Jessika Nichol

Anne Noonan

Susan and Richard Norwood

Dave Numme

Cassidy Oberry

Keith Ogilvie

Michael Olin

Cheryl Oliver

Rosalia Olson

Andrew Ostroth

Jennifer Page

Nicole Pantaleo

Patricia Paris

MaryBeth and James Parks

John Parson

Laura Paszkiewicz

Neelam and Shailen Patel

Yojan Patel

Carla Patterson

Jennifer Boyer

Sherry and William Bragg

Vicki and Christopher Brand

Jane Bronson

Shari Brown

Mieke and Leo Budel

Ann and Frederick Burton

Wendy Byard

Betty and S. Callister

Robert Cameron

Judy Cammelot

Kit Carlson

Nurit Caspi

Stephanie Chamberlin

Jie Chen

Alexis Clarke

Pat Cleveland

Genny Coe

Heather and Jeffrey Collins

Chris Comish

Susan Cosgrove

Jeanne and D.R. Crownover

Kristy Culp

Margarita and Michael D’Agati

Dru Davies

Sharon Dawson

Francis Dayton

Corazon and Absalon De Castro

Melanie and Will Deaver

Mila DeCastro

Howard Deutsch

Joanne Dillahunty

Sheryl Dizon

Lilly Doherty

Todd Dolan

Delphine Dolson

Mary Ann and Benedetto Donatelli

Christie Doneff

Peggy and Wayne Douberley

Diane and Gregory Dowling

DriveWise Auto 

Erin Duffield

Megan Duperreault

Catherine Eagan

Betty Ellenor

Rebecca Falkenstine

Carol Fields

Victoria Ford

Anne Fountain

Susan and Timothy Fowler

Marcia and James Freed

Carole Friedberg

Ken Friedman

Brad Frome
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2025 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES

Lonnie Glyck

Georgeann Golovner

Denise and Willard Goode

Dana Goodman

Taylor Goold

Mary Jo and James Gordon

Erich Gottl

Goldie Gould

Janice Grafenberg

Alyssa and Arnold Greenwald

Beth Grossman

Amanda Guthrie

Marc Gutierrez

Pam Guyer

Martin Habalewsky

Bich Hall

Maureen and Luke Hally

Margarline and Michael Hamlin

Linda Hanson

John Harman

Cara Hawk

Christina Hayward

Min He

Sonya Heckart

Harry Heise

Samantha Higgins

David Hindi

Linette and Derrick Hoelscher

Leanne and Greg Holland

Jim Holmes

Sheila Holmes

Karen Hopson

Crystal Horton

Willa Horton

Sidney Hsu

Yun Hu

Gordon Hudson

Diana Huffman

Terri Hurbis

Selena Hutcheson

Elizabeth Johnson

Jennifer Johnson

Karen Jones

Nowrin Sadia and Ashraful Karim

Robin Kashyap

Danny Kasper

Alex Katauskas

Beverly and Marc Kauffman

Maria Khanina

Boon Khaw

Kylie King

Susan Kirk

Donna Kotara

Ariel Kramer

Klaas Kramer

Okesii Kratko

Patricia Basko

Ola Bateman

Kathy Bauhof

Cheri Belshee

Doris and Ronald Bergmann

Vincent Beurois

Helen Bevacqua

Deborah Biggs

Jaclyn Bingham

Tara Blackstone

Lisa Bliss

Michael Borenstein, PhD

Lindsay Bova

Shirley Breuker

Victoria Bridges

Vernon Brierley

Karen Brinser

Danyella Broukhim

Stephanie Brown

Holly Bruno

Andrea Burfield

Matthew Byers

Dave Campbell

Carol Canning

Nicholas Cantrell

Peter Capozzoli

Jane Carr

Ciara Carroll

Cecile Carstensen

Sally and Lee Carter

Cathy Cassells

Gabby Castaneda

Joan Cauce

Anthony Ceja

Kim Chanowitz

Davy Charlottenfeld-Starnov

William Chase

Angela Chen

Giulia Chiarlitti

Jill Chmelko

Serina Chou

Mark Ciesielski

April Clemons

Jessica Cleveland

Marla Clough

Marie and Ryan Coffland

Luis Combe

Jennifer Coughlin

Michael Courtney

Steve Couzens

Jennifer Cox

Julie Currie

Becky Dand

Christina Davis

Lynsie Davis

Joyce and Gary Day

Maria De Jesus

Leslie De La Cruz

Matthew DeCamp

Shelia and Lee Degreaffenreidt

Nancy DellaPorta

Maria and Louie Despeaux

Jean DeVore

Ravinder Dhamija

Cindy Diamond

Emanuel Diaz

Katherine DiBenedetto

Terry Dick

Therese Dotson

Sandra Drengacz

Cassandra Dulock

Thomas Dwyer

Norma Dyck

Michelle Earls

Deborah Eberhardt

Carolyn Edward

Lib Elder

Julie Ellis

Amy Ellison

Donna Eltringham

Bryan Engel

Regina Engel

Phillip Englert

Suzanne and Peter Erndwein

Katherine Farinella

Tammy Fassett

Emily Feagle

Dorothy Fenceroy

Jackie and Louis Ferrantino

Bethany Fimmel

Hali Fischer

Linda Fisher

Julie Fitch

Amy Fitzgerald

Serge Foley

Nicholas Forth

Bruce Fortin

Rick Fowler

Kaytlin Froneberger

Mark Fuller

Brianna Furey

Vincent Gallenti

Brigitta Gallimore

Crissy Gamelson

Linda Gao

Alyssa Gardner

Jacquelin Gardner

Gayle Garrison

Tonya Gavrielides

Lisa Gibson

Joyweena Glaser

Elaine Glickman

Stacy Telloni

Mary Thomas

TisBest Philanthropy 

Marsha Ulmer

Paul Van Buren

Linda Van Coillie

Martha Van Der Mersch

Timothee Vandeput

Joyce VanderWeide

Karen VanderWeide-Terroba

Joyce Vyhnanek

Robert Waldman

Regina Walker

Stacy Wang

David Watkins

Christina Whitman

Marjorie Wilhelmi

Holly Williams

Jessica Williams

Jolie Williams

Abigail Wilson

Megan Wittenberg

Florence Witzeman

Felix Yanovsky

Claudia Yeaman

Charles Yorks

MEMBERS ($25-$49)
Arika Abdalian

Haley Agius

Paul Agius

Lolis Aguirre

Ayoola Akinnuoye

Wesley Albright

Maria Alegria

Ronnie Alper

Bradley Anderson

Pandora Anderson

Erica Angioletti

Anne Anliker

Darcy Antonissen

Judith Apps

Sabena Arrington

Gail Asbury

Audrey Atkins

Eileen Backes

Diane Bader

Lourdes Bailon

Anup Banerjee

Janice Banks

James Bankston

Barbara Bare

Betty Barrett

Jose Ravelo Bartolome

Joanne Bashford
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James and Tammy Krehbiel

Sharyn Krueger

Anita Kugler

Chase Kunz

Abigail Lagonigro

Erika Lambright

Susan Lane

Kathleen and Raymond Lang

Teresa and Brian LaPolla

Mary Anne Anderson and Scott 
Larson

Maria and John Lawrence

June and Richard Lee

Stephanie Lenko

Jennifer Lesser

Lora and Andrew Lewis

Morgan Lewis

Prisma Limon

Marjo Lindberg

Maria and Brian Linden

Stacy Lloyd

Tammie Lowe

Cari Lucas

Diane Luft

Jennifer Macht

Cheryl Macurdy

Maureen Madigan

LaDawn Manzanero

Ria Marsh

Cynthia Martin

Steve Martin

Raechelle Mascarenhas

Mary Ann Massman

Guru Mathur

Giacomo Matrone

Roger and Marta McCall

Chanelle McCampbell

Carole McCullough

Jane McGee

Kristie McGee

Deb McKay

Monika Melao

Priyanka Mensinkai

Franziska Menti

Brian Miller

Julie Miller

Kristy Miller

Judy and Jack Minsley

Denise Mlynarick

Padmini Mongia

Caitlin Montcrieff

Konrad Moraga

Kathleen Moreland

Kim Morin Perron

Wanda Mortensen

Sharon and Mark Mulder

Gail and Gerald Murray

Vanessa Murrieta

Sairam Udaya Janardhana 
Muttavarapu

Alison Mytych

Lawrence Naughton

George Nauman

Kathy Nelson

Norm Ness

Joan Newfield

Christine Nicholl

Debra Novack

Kristi Nuttall

Cheryl Ochoa

Marsha and Jake O’Donnell

Vickie Oldham

Gary Olson

Synnova Olson

Rosanne Orcutt

Karen and Calvin Ort

Ernest Owusu

Cindy Pablo

Lynn Palmer

Connie and Mark Parent

Charrie Parry

Patricia and Steven Patricia

Dolores and Anthonty Pedalino

Noel Pellerin

Susana Peres

Marcella Perez

Laura Perron

Tanya Peters

Clint Petracek

Phyllis Pette

Sarah and Martin Pfinsgraff

Linda Pflug

Michelle Phelps

Serina and John Phillips

Holly Phoenix

Annelise Pitty

Elizabeth and Thompson Pizzolato

Angie Platten

Colette Poniatowski

Jeannine Potzler

Bruce Pountney

Patricia Preston

James Prevost

Kristen Prevost

Mark Price

Jim Pryce

Ann and Carl Quaglino

William Quinn

Ellen Rager

Andrea Raimondi

Melinda and Robert Rayder

Jerry Reese

Krissy Rennie

Shirley Rennon

Thomas Restivo

Dee Anne and David Reynolds

Tricia Riggs

Bryan Rivers

Sandra Robinson

David Rockwell

Lauren Roden

LaTisha Rogers

Klaus Römer

Els Roozenburg

Chad and Odette Ropchan

Jaqueline Rosales

Robert Ross

Marissa Roy

Rosalinda Royball

Carol Rydell

Patricia Sasser

Tayten Schneider

Kimberly Schofield

Meredith Schulz

Marie Seery

Sonal Shah

Vishal Shah

Marcia and William Shearer

Evelyn Sheffield

Valerie Sherrill

Brenda and Keith Shy

Shamarrow Sibley

Hilda Sierra

Stuart Simms

Mary and Byron Singleton

Neha Sinha

Kris Sittler

Cheryl Smith

Gloria Smith

Julie Smith

Mary Smith

Katharine Smushkov

Sarah Snyder

Dale Sorenson

Mindy Spergel

Marlene Spicher

Ilene and Michael Squillace

Jackson St Pierre

Carol Stageman

Barbara and Edward Stein

Amanda Stern

Ken  Stetson

Penny Stewart

Glenda Stormes-Bice

Susan Stovall

Terri Struthers

Sofia Subramaniam

Susan Sugrue

Yolanda Svitak

Karen Swan

Melissa Swanson

Lora Swenson

Halina Szelagowicz

David Takacs

Lauren Tan

Nicholas Theofanis

Paul Therrien

Gwendolyn Thomas

Amber Thomassen

Christoph Thonfeld

William Towns

Lauren Toy

Amy Traut

Hannah Trueblood

Tracy and Dwayne Trueblood

Jonathan Tully

Carol Tumino

Marguerite Turkus

Mark Tyler

Hina Ullah

Brian Valentine

Wendi Van Eldik

Jacy VanArsdale

Mary and Steven VanderVeen

Brenda VanNatter

Everth Vargas

Mariana Velleca

Nancy and Henry Verity

Sydney Vucelich

Rohn Wagner

Jackie Waldie

Becky Walkowiak

Sarah Walton

Lauren Wanke

Gary Ward

Gerard Ward

Carrie and Roger Wayne

Louis and Diane Weinstein

Dawn Weitzel

Margaret Wells

Kyle Wendtland

Beverly Werner

Alice White

Ronald White

Pam Wildeman

Pamela Winters

Laura Witczak

Allison Wood

Susan Wright

Ioanna Xygoros

Virginia Zelhof

Mike Zelin

Janet Zolezzi
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PDSA 
Board of 
Directors
Peter Pruitt, Chair
Coral Gables, FL

Dale Paynter, Vice Chair
Ontario, Canada

Bruce Prescott, 
Treasurer
Jupiter, FL

Leilani Fitzgerald, 
Secretary
Diamond Bar, CA

Robert Feiner
Austin, TX

Jennifer Grimes
Ellicott City, MD

Derek Zimmerman
Royal Palm Beach, FL

Michele Lambert, MD, Chair
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA

Rachael Grace, MD, Vice Chair
Dana-Farber/Boston Children’s 
Cancer and Blood Disorders Center
Boston, MA

Donald Arnold, MD
McMaster University
Hamilton, ON Canada

James Bussel, MD
Cornell University
New York, NY

Nichola Cooper, MD
Hammersmith Hospital
London, United Kingdom

Annmarie Fogerty, MD
Massachusetts General Hospital
Boston, MA

Terry Gernsheimer, MD
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Craig Kessler, MD
Georgetown University
Washington, DC

David Kuter, MD
Massachusetts General Hospital
Boston, MA

Howard Liebman, MD
University of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA

Diane Nugent, MD
University of California, Irvine 
School of Medicine
Orange, CA

John Semple, PhD
Lund University
Lund, Sweden

Michael Tarantino, MD
The Bleeding & Clotting 
Disorders Institute
Peoria, IL

PDSA Medical Advisors

PDSA Staff
Caroline Kruse 
President and CEO

Taylor Bowles 
Research Coordinator

David Ciemnecki 
Research Program Manager

Jeff Cooper 
Website and Audio/ 
Visual Production Manager

Brenda Foster 
Administrative Director

Kate Foster 
Communications and  
Marketing Coordinator

Melissa Hilsabeck 
Director of Outreach and 
Community Engagement

Jennifer Jurcisek 
Chief Financial Officer

Alexandra Kruse, MD 
Research Advisor

Stacy Lloyd 
Project Manager

Natalie Martinez-Polinski 
Administrative Assistant

DeLee Roper 
Administrative Assistant

Jody Shy 
Director of Programs and Events

Kevin Won 
Research Coordinator

BOARD, MEDICAL ADVISORS, AND STAFF
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We are proud to be accredited by the Better Business Bureau; 

recognized as a Gold Level participant by GuideStar; and designated as 

an official “Give with Confidence” charity by Charity Navigator.
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SUPPORT

TOGETHER,WETOGETHER,WE  KEEP KEEP ITP PATIENTSITP PATIENTS  AT THE CENTER.AT THE CENTER.TOGETHER,WE KEEP ITP PATIENTS AT THE CENTER.

Help PDSA continue supporting patients. Visit pdsa.org/give

PDSA remains committed to operating accountability and transparency.
We are proud to be accredited by the Better Business Bureau;
recognized as a Platinum Level participant by Candid; and designated as
an official "Give with Confidence" charity by Charity Navigator.

For over 25 years, PDSA continues to lead the way for the ITP patient 
community through EDUCATION, ADVOCACY, RESEARCH, and SUPPORT.

Help PDSA continue supporting patients. Visit pdsa.org/give


