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FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO

Our Mission
The Platelet Disorder Support Association is 

dedicated  to enhancing the lives of people with 

immune thrombocytopenia (ITP) and other platelet 

disorders through education, advocacy, 

 research and support. 

Our Vision
To be recognized as the premier resource for 

patients,  their families, health care providers and 

government agencies who want to know about the 

symptoms and treatment  of ITP and other platelet 

disorders.

Today, 25 years later, PDSA is recognized as the 
premier advocacy organization for those living with 
ITP and other platelet disorders. Staying true to our 
mission, PDSA continues to lead the way and is a 
powerful force in empowering the global ITP 
community—serving tens of thousands of patients 
and caregivers—and collaborating with a growing 
number of clinicians and researchers each year 
through focused efforts in education, advocacy, 
research, and support.

Our 2023 Impact Report highlights our major 
accomplishments throughout our silver anniversary 
year. Without you—patients, caregivers, volunteers, 
health care providers, and industry partners—none 
of this would be possible. On behalf of the PDSA 
Board of Directors, Medical Advisors, and staff, 
thank you for your support and engagement. We 
look forward to continuing our transformational 
work together and seeing the impact we can make 
in the next 25 years!

Sincerely,

Caroline Kruse
President and CEO

PDSA President and CEO Caroline Kruse, Board Chair Peter 
Pruitt, and Founder Joan Young celebrating PDSA’s 25th 
anniversary!

A quarter of a century. That’s how long PDSA has 

been serving the ITP community. In 1998, ITP 

patient Joan Young created an online forum, 

itppeople.com, in the basement of her New 

Jersey home as a space for fellow patients to 

share with one another and gain important 

insight and knowledge on living with the 

rare bleeding disorder immune 

thrombocytopenia. Growing interest 

demonstrated a clear demand for such a 

resource for this patient population. And in 

no time, this grassroots discussion group 

would blossom into the Platelet Disorder 

Support Association (PDSA). 
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ITP Patient Conference 2023 – 
PDSA’s 25th Anniversary 
was held in Chicago, IL, gathering

287 participants from  

�30 US states and  
15 countries

internationally  
renowned  
clinicians  
and  
researchers,  
all specialists 
in ITP

14 Medical 
Advisors,

PDSA spearheads the  
International ITP Alliance 

with 33 ITP patient 
associations 

representing

31 member 
countries

informational 
booklets on ITP

11
for adults, teens, children,  

and women with 34 
translated booklets in  

13 languages

41,500+ 
total visitors  
to our websites 
each month

225+
pages of 
content for 
ITP patients

3 Websites
PDSA.org

ITPwalk.org

GlobalITP.org

1,524  
Members and Donors
whose charitable giving helped PDSA 
fulfill its mission and serve the greater 
ITP community

66
$1,000+ Circle  
of Hope Donors
provided leadership support to advance PDSA’s efforts

awarded to fund 
original patient-
centered ITP studies, 
increasing our 
research funding 
impact to a total 
of 20 grants and 
$360,000

ITP Research Grants

totaling $50,000  3

179
Children with 
ITP participated in the POKE-R Club, 

designed to ease the fear of injections 
or “needle phobia” resulting from 
frequent blood draws and treatments

PDSA’s Patient 
Helpline received 500+ calls 
from patients seeking helpful resources 
and information

Pump It Up for Platelets! 
Walk and Fundraising 
events were held, attracting 1,000+ 
participants and raising over $103,000 
for PDSA patient programs and research

25

417,000+ 
post 
impressions

across PDSA’s Facebook Page, 
Instagram, X, and LinkedIn

15 
Advocacy Partners 
in the United States and 
Canada with whom we 
collaborate to achieve 

our common mission of 
improving the lives of 
the people we serve

25+ Years
of serving and giving voice to the 

ITP patient community 

Sustained by ITP patients, 

PDSA’s 
support 
group 
program expanded to  

62 groups in 32 states,  
2 Canadian provinces 
and 2 countries 

68 Patient 
Support Group 

Meetings 
were held with 

1,200+ patient and 

caregiver participants

2,450 
patients 

enrolled in PDSA’s 

ITP Natural History 
Study Registry  

and launched the  

Bleeding and 
Hospitalization 

Survey

PSDA BY THE NUMBERS
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The Barbara and Peter T. Pruitt Jr. 
ITP Research Awards 
Each year, the PDSA Research Program awards up to three 
$20,000 research grants to investigators conducting innovative 
ITP patient-centered studies. These awards are given in honor of 
longstanding PDSA champions Barbara and Peter Pruitt. Funding 
of the Research Program is provided through gifts made to the 
20/20 ITP Research Campaign.

2023 Research Awards
Project Title:  
Immune Profiling Patients with Primary ITP 
Using the NanoString nCounter Platform
Investigator:	 Sandhya Panch
Institution:	 Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center

Project Title:  
Adolescents and Young Adults with ITP –  
AYAS 4/5
Investigator:	 Alexandra Schifferli 
Institution:	 Universitäts-Kinderspital beider Basel

Emerging Research on ITP from 
the 2023 American Society of 
Hematology (ASH) Annual 
Meeting
The 65th American Society of 
Hematology (ASH) Annual 
Meeting and Exposition was 
held in beautiful San Diego, 
California. Held December 
9-12, 2023, the meeting 
attracted more than  
30,000 clinicians, researchers, 
pharmaceutical company 
personnel and nonprofit 
organizations worldwide to 
share ground-breaking 
research in the field of 
hematology. 

In conjunction with the ASH 
meeting, PDSA hosted the 
annual Friday morning 
Immune Thrombocytopenia 
(ITP) Breakfast, coordinated by PDSA and four of PDSA’s medical advisors, 
including James Bussel, MD, Nichola Cooper, MD, Michele Lambert, MD 
and John Semple, PhD. This year’s ITP Breakfast meeting, attended by 
more 200 clinicians, researchers and industry representatives, featured 
hematology experts who presented on two main themes: redefining 
refractory ITP (rITP) and understanding the role of platelet glycosylation on 
platelet function and immune response.

James B. Bussel, MD,  
ITP Young Investigator Award
The James B. Bussel, MD, ITP Young Investigator Award was 
established in 2017 to honor PDSA Medical Advisor Dr. Bussel for all 
he has done and continues to do to make a difference in the lives 
of ITP patients and their families, and to recognize his countless 
contributions to mentoring and advancing the scientific careers of 
promising clinical investigators. This competitive award is funded 
and distributed annually by the PDSA research team to support 
excellence in academic ITP research. Chosen young investigators 
receive a $10,000 scholarship to complete their study. 

2023 ITP Young Investigator Award
Project Title: 
External Validation of a Clinical Prediction 
Model for the Diagnosis of Immune 
Thrombocytopenia
Investigator:	 Oluwamayokum Oshinowa
Institution:	� Medical College of Georgia & 

Georgia Institute of Technology

McMillan Award 
At the ASH ITP Breakfast, PDSA 
Medical Advisor Terry Gernsheimer, 
MD was the recipient of the 2023 
McMillan Award. This award was 
established in 2021 in honor of one of 
PDSA’s first medical advisors, Robert 
McMillan, MD, and is given by the 
PDSA Medical Advisory Board to an 
individual in the ITP community who 
shares Dr. McMillan’s generosity of 
mind and heart as well as passion for 
improving the lives of patients with 
ITP through basic or clinical research 
or service.

(L to R) PDSA President and  CEO 
Caroline Kruse, Research Program 
Manager Jennifer DiRaimo, and 
Director of Outreach and Community 
Engagement Melissa Hilsabeck.

Dr. Terry Gernsheimer with 
her McMillan Award and 
her husband, Les Fox, MD, 
by her side.

RESEARCH
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LEADING THE WAY IN PATIENT-CENTERED ITP RESEARCH
Throughout 2023, PDSA Staff and Medical Advisors continued to lead the way for the ITP community 
by working collaboratively to conduct and co-author the following patient-centered research studies, 
abstracts, posters, and presentations:

At the NORD Breakthrough 
Summit, Caroline Kruse 
co-facilitated a roundtable 
discussion with Renetta 
Mosley, Patient Advocacy and 
Industry Relations at Acadia, 
entitled “Partnering for 
Progress,” enabling patient 
advocacy groups to network 
and learn best practices on 
building industry partnerships.

“25 Years of Supporting and 
Engaging ITP Patients Through 
Education, Advocacy, Research, 
and Support” – a poster abstract 
coauthored by Caroline Kruse and 
Jennifer DiRaimo, Marketing Associate 
Emily Innes, and Director of Programs 
and Events Jody Shy was presented at 
the 2023 National Organization for Rare 
Disorders’ (NORD) Rare Diseases and 
Orphan Products Breakthrough Summit in 
Washington, DC.

“Impact of ITP-Directed Treatment on Fatigue Among Children 
and Adolescents with Chronic ITP: Data from The ITP Natural 
History Study Registry” and “Misdiagnosis of Primary Immune 
Thrombocytopenia (ITP) In the Community Setting and Its 
Association with Inherited Platelet Disorders: Reporting New 
Variants of Inherited Platelet Disorders” – presented at the European 
Hematology Association (EHA) 2023 Congress in Frankfurt, Germany

“The Lack of Tolerable 
Treatments Options 
That Can Induce Durable 
Responses without 
Fear of Relapse after 
Discontinuation: Results 
from the ITP World Impact 
Survey (I-WISh) 2.0” – Two 
original abstracts and posters 
coauthored by James B. Bussel, 
MD, Caroline Kruse, Alexandra 
Kruse, MD, and Jennifer DiRaimo 
were presented at the 2023 
American Society of Hematology 
(ASH) Annual Meeting and 
Exposition in San Diego, California.

PDSA Research Coordinator Kevin Won, 
Caroline Kruse, and Medical Advisor Donald 
Arnold, MD, at the PDSA booth at the 
International Society on Thrombosis and 
Haemostasis (ISTH) Congress in Montreal, 
Canada. ISTH is a global community of 
dedicated scientists and physicians specializing 
in bleeding and clotting disorders.

PDSA Medical Advisor Rachael Grace, MD, 
MMSc, presented “Experiences with Fatigue 
Among Children and Adolescents with ITP: 
Data From the ITP Natural History Study 
Registry,” coauthored with PDSA research 
staff at the American Society of Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology (ASPHO) 2023 
Conference in Fort Worth, TX.

Standing in front of their I-WISh 
poster abstract at ASH are (L to 
R) contributing authors Danielle 
Boyle, ITP Australia Founder and 
President; Jennifer DiRaimo; 
Caroline Kruse; and Mervyn 
Morgan, CEO, ITP Support 
Association UK.

“Dr. Kuter was 
wonderful to my dad, 
who passed away in 

2018. We still speak fondly 
of Dr. Kuter; he was a 

blessing to our family.”

– Lorraine E.

“This 
organization 

helped me more than 
you know both times I 
had ITP, 10 years apart. 

Thankfully they were both 
acute cases. Thank you 

for all you do.”
– Melanie M.

RESEARCH
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PDSA continued to ramp up its advocacy efforts in 2023 with multiple trips to 
Washington, DC for Hill Days and other important advocacy events. In February and 
October PDSA staff, Medical Advisors, and patient advocates traveled to the nation’s 
capital to meet with key Senate and House offices and discuss timely issues. In 
addition to educating congressional offices about the condition and their local 
communities, PDSA provided detailed information to justify funding increases for 
ITP-specific medical research, public health, and patient care activities. Unlike some 
other bleeding disorders, PDSA has never received any federal funding.

PDSA was proud to sponsor a special reception celebrating the 75th anniversary of the 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI) held in the Kennedy Room on 
Capitol Hill. Here, we heard from top political leaders and medical experts as they 
reflected on the many accomplishments of NHLBI over the years.

PDSA Project Manager Laura Hemlock-
Schaeffer, PDSA members Benita and Joseph 
Proctor, Maria de Jesus, Dr. James Bussel, and 
Mat Heyman gather on Capitol Hill before a 
day full of advocacy meetings. 

Caroline Kruse, Board Member Bruce Prescott, Medical Advisor Dr. Michele 
Lambert, PDSA Member Cindy Ayliff, and PDSA’s Legislative Consultant Jim 
Romano meet with Congressman Dwight Evans of Pennsylvania (center) to 
spread awareness of how ITP impacts patients and families.

Laura Hemlock-Schaeffer, Caroline Kruse, former PDSA Board Chair Mat 
Heyman, and PDSA Medical Advisor Dr. James Bussel meet with Dr. Julie 
Panepinto, Director of the Division of Blood Diseases and Resources at NHLBI.

PDSA Research Advisor Alexandra Kruse, MD, 
and Caroline Kruse waiting outside the office 
of Senator Sherrod Brown from Ohio, home to 
PDSA headquarters. In February 2023, Caroline 
and Alex spent two days on Capitol Hill 
meeting with nine members of the Senate and 
House to educate them on ITP and PDSA.

PDSA ADVOCACY IN ACTION

ADVOCACY
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ITP INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE 
HOLDS 9TH ANNUAL MEETING
PDSA was honored to, once again, host members of 
the International ITP Alliance for the group’s annual 
meeting. Fourteen global ambassadors representing 
12 countries: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, 

Finland, Israel, Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, UK, US, joined 
together in Chicago and shared updates on their associations’ activities and 
programs to educate and support ITP patients and caregivers. Alliance 
ambassadors were also joined by some of our industry partners who shared 
updates on ITP treatments and clinical trials. 

PDSA PARTICIPATED IN THE 
FOLLOWING MEETINGS: 
•	 American Society of Hematology (ASH) 65th 

Annual Meeting and Exposition

•	 American Society of Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology (ASPHO) 35th Annual Conference

•	 28th Congress of the European Hematology 
Association (EHA)

•	 Immunoglobulin National Society (IgNS) 
National Conference

•	 2023 International ITP Alliance Meeting

•	 Living Rare, Living Stronger NORD Patient and 
Family Forum

•	 National Organization for Rare Disorders 
(NORD) 2023 Rare Diseases and Orphan 
Products Breakthrough Summit

•	 Network of Rare Blood Disorders Organization 
(NRBDO) 

•	 Thrombosis and Hemostasis Societies of North 
America (THSNA) Summit 

•	 31st Congress of the International Society on 
Thrombosis and Haemostasis (ISTH)

ADVOCACY PARTNERSHIPS 
Collaborations are critical to achieving our 
common mission of improving the lives of the 
people we serve.

The Autoimmune Association
A-Plus – American Plasma Users Coalition
ASH – American Society of Hematology
Blood Health Network
CBS– Canadian Blood Services 
CORD – Canadian Organization for Rare Disorders
CPAG – Coalition of Patient Advocacy Groups
EHA – European Hematology Association
FDA Alliance
Genetic Alliance
IAPO – International Alliance of Patients’ 

Organizations
ICON – Pediatric ITP Consortium of North 

America
Immunocompromised Collaborative
International ITP Alliance
NORD – National Organization for Rare Disorders
NRBDO – Network of Rare Blood Disorder 

Organizations
PPTA – Plasma Protein Therapeutics Association
THSNA – Thrombosis & Hemostasis Society of 

North America

Members of the International ITP Alliance during their 9th annual meeting.

NORD LIVING RARE, LIVING 
STRONGER PATIENT AND FAMILY 
FORUM 
PDSA Project Manager Laura Hemlock-Schaeffer 
attended the National Organization for Rare 
Disorders (NORD)’s Living Rare, Living Stronger 
Patient and Family Forum in Washington, DC. 
Speakers and panelists covered a myriad of pressing 
topics, including resiliency, rare diseases in 
adulthood, intersectionality of identities, family 
planning, and a glimpse into the future of rare 
disease research and cures.

CENTER FOR INHERITED 
BLOOD DISORDERS (CIBD) 
PDSA Director of Outreach and 
Community Engagement Melissa 
Hilsabeck contacted CIBD for the chance 
to spread the word about PDSA and its 
extensive collection of educational 
resources for patients and also 
highlighted the resources we have 
available for health care providers, 
including tailored hematology packets. Melissa Hilsabeck (L)  

with CIBD staff.

Laura Hemlock-
Schaeffer poses with 
the NORD zebra.

ADVOCACY
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PDSA Hosts 23rd Annual ITP Conference 
ITP Conference 2023 was a BIG success, attracting 
the second-largest audience in 23 years! 

Attendees gathered in the large ballroom for a tailored agenda of general sessions including How Do I Know I Have ITP and  
What Does That Mean?, Treatment Strategies and Emerging Therapies for ITP and The Impact of ITP on Quality of Life.

The photo booth gives 
attendees an additional 
opportunity to have 
some fun throughout the 
conference!

Small Inquire & Inspire breakout sessions led by PDSA 
Medical Advisors offered time and space for more intimate 
conversations and Q&A.

Kids Kamp is a popular and 
fun destination for our 
younger patient attendees 
– many of whom had never 
met another child with ITP.

ITP CONFERENCE

Nearly 300 attendees, from 15 countries and 30 states, traveled to 
Chicago, Illinois, for the unmatched opportunity to gather in person 
as a community, to reconnect with and learn from one another, and 
to reap the benefits of this shared experience. A robust agenda 
offered both large and small group sessions, featuring PDSA’s 
Medical Advisors, special keynote presentations on the psycho-
emotional impact of ITP, and, as always, several fun, social 
gatherings.

In honor of National ITP Awareness Month (September), PDSA 
was pleased to offer its members exclusive access to select 
recorded content from ITP Conference 2023. Conference coverage 
was released on Friday, September 29th, 2023 (National Sport 
Purple for Platelets Day!).

Attendees had the special 
opportunity to start the day on 
the right foot by participating 
in the Friday morning Hike 
& Seek, where they enjoyed 
the morning together 
outdoors exploring the river 

walk near the Swissôtel.
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“Thank you for 
creating a space  
for patients to  

connect and discuss 
their stories.”

Between conference sessions, the Exhibit Hall of 
industry partners was a helpful space for attendees 
to learn more about available ITP treatments.

Attendees shopped our pop-up Platelet Store for a 
wide selection of PDSA clothing, ITP awareness items, 
educational materials, and exclusive jewelry, including 
exclusive medical ID bracelets.

A physician panel of PDSA Medical Advisors and world-renowned clinicians on ITP  
(L to R) James Bussel, MD; John Semple, PhD; David Kuter, MD, DPhil; Michael Tarantino, 
MD; and Terry Gernsheimer, MD, gathered on stage to answer patient questions and 
share their expertise on ITP during the popular ITP in Adults Q&A session.

Caroline Kruse, Board of Directors Chair Peter Pruitt, and Medical 
Advisory Board Chair Michael Tarantino, MD, had the chance to 
personally welcome and thank a group of PDSA members and 
leadership donors during a special breakfast gathering.

Often referred to as a life-altering experience, ITP 
Conference brings patients and caregivers together in 
invaluable ways, offering much-needed opportunities 
to share, connect, develop friendships, and build 
community.

The patient panel discussion on Living with 
ITP gives attendees the chance to hear 
directly from ITP patients on the ups and 
downs of their ITP journeys.

Our ITP conference community enjoyed 
some fun social time Saturday night on 
a private architectural riverboat cruise 
through the City of Chicago, topped off 
by beautiful fireworks. A rain shower 
at the beginning of the cruise didn’t 
dampen the spirits of our group!

PDSA volunteer and ITP 
patient Sharon proves she’s 
ready for ITP Awareness 
Month with her new “I Sport 
Purple for Platelets” t-shirt!

With nearly half of the 300 conference 
registrants being first-time attendees, 
PDSA’s conference ambassador program 
was put in place to help welcome new 
patients and caregivers to the conference 
as well as to the larger ITP community.

ITP CONFERENCE
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3rd Annual Canadian Regional Meeting

ITP Patient Connect Support Groups –  
A Welcoming and Encouraging Space

On Sunday, September 24, PDSA held its 3rd 
Canadian Regional Meeting at the Ivey 
Leadership Academy in London, Ontario, 

Isac Nazy, PhD, McMaster University, kicked 
off the meeting with a terrific overview on 
“How Does ITP Happen? Old and New 
Mechanisms,” followed by a presentation by 
Cyrus Hsia, MD, London Health Sciences 
Centre, on “ITP Cases and Management in 
the Canadian Context.” Both speakers took 
many patient questions from the audience of 
patients and caregivers. PDSA’s Research 
Program Manager Jennifer DiRaimo then 
gave an update on PDSA Canadian advocacy 
efforts and how patients can use their voice 

Canadian PDSA Board member and ITP patient 
Dale Paynter joined the PDSA team for this 
special day of learning and sharing for the 
Canadian ITP community.

Presenters Cyrus Hsia, MD, 
London Health Sciences Centre 
(L) and Isac Nazy, PhD, McMaster 
University (R)

and experience to make a difference when it 
comes to the approval process for ITP 
therapies in Canada. 

Keynote speaker Kris Bannerman, MSW 
RSW, a therapy and yoga consultant from 

London, Ontario, presented on “Healing 
Properties of the Mind-Body Connection.” 
The day ended with powerful stories from 
28-year-old ITP warrior Karlee Boersma and 
15-year-old ITP Warrior Joshua Kelly. 

Current and prospective ITP Patient Connect support group facilitators play a vital 
role in building community and offering much-needed support to patients and 
caregivers.

PDSA’s very first support group meeting in 
2003 established an enduring and valuable 
program that continues to expand its reach 
and touch the lives of ITP patients and 
caregivers. Today, PDSA’s ITP Patient 
Connect program is an active collection of 
patient-led support groups who meet to 
offer encouragement, share personal 
experiences, and learn from one another. 

By 2023, ITP Patient Connect had blossomed 
to 62 ITP support groups, in 32 US states, 
2 Canadian provinces, and 2 countries, who 
held a combined total of 68 in-person, 
virtual, or hybrid meetings with 1,200+ 
patients and caregivers participating. 

Support Group Facilitator 
Breakfast and Workshop
The Facilitator Breakfast and Workshop is  
an annual highlight at the ITP Conference. At 
the 23rd Annual ITP Conference, 30 current 
and prospective PDSA Support Group 
Facilitators gathered to connect, share best 

practices, and learn about ways to make 
their meetings as meaningful as possible. 

Next, facilitators had a chance to connect in 
small groups to swap ideas on how to 
strengthen their meetings. Prior to wrapping 
up, the group had the special opportunity to 
hear from PDSA’s Advocacy Consultant Jim 
Romano, Founder of Care & Cure Partners, 
who shared the many ways both support 

group facilitators and participants alike can 
get involved with federal advocacy efforts 
on behalf of the ITP community.

In addition to our in-person workshop held  
at the conference, PDSA hosted a virtual 
workshop for Support Group Facilitators at 
the beginning of the year, giving facilitators 
the chance to network and learn about new 
resources to strengthen their support groups. 

EDUCATION AND SUPPORT
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Educational  
Booklets
PDSA’s library of free educational booklets helps 
patients better understand and manage their 
diagnosis with the most current information.  
In 2023, PDSA updated the Coping With ITP, 
 Health Insurance and Assistance Programs for ITP 
Patients, and ITP Pamphlet booklets. The ITP in 
Adults French and Spanish booklets were updated, 
and it was also translated into Polish. Polish and 
Portuguese were also added to the number of 
translations of When a Child Has ITP booklet, 
bringing the collection to a total of 34 translated 
booklets in thirteen different languages.

“Awesome! Thank you so much. What a wonderful program. I have been trying to 
find things to make her feel less scared about her blood draws and I feel like this will 

give her some excitement!  I’m so thankful for the community you guys have built.”

– Lexi R.

“You all will always have a 
special place in our hearts. The 
whole staff at her care center 
is now wild about the bee.  It’s 
a game changer.”

– Lindsey W.

Being diagnosed 
with ITP is scary for 
anyone, but even 
more so for kids 
– especially with the 
ongoing testing and 
needle sticks that 
they must endure. 
Created to help 
alleviate the stress, pain, and anxiety of 
frequent needle pokes, the POKE-R Club 
for KidsSM program is an exclusive benefit 
for children of PDSA Members in the U.S. 
and Canada. Pediatric POKE-R Club 
members receive a special collection of 
positive reinforcement resources designed 
to improve their ITP experience, including 
a Buzzy® bee, a special pain relief device 
that combines cold and vibration to help 
eliminate or inhibit needle pain.
 
PDSA’s ITP POKE-R Club welcomed  
16 new members in 2023. 179 children, 
ages 1 to 18, were enrolled in this special 
program, representing 37 states, 4 
provinces and 2 countries! 

2023 PDSA College Scholarship Winners!
$1,500 
RECIPIENT 

Benjamin 
Michaels	 
Worthington, 
OH – University 
of California 
Berkeley

Paul Berryhill 
Gerrardstown, 
WV – Blue Ridge 
Career Training 
Center

Hannah Castillo 
Walnut Creek, CA  
Western University 
College of 
Graduate Nursing

Ria Marsh 
Dallas, TX – Texas 
State University

Not Pictured:  Ewan Laplante – San Marcos, CA – Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

Mallory Rose 
Portland, OR 
University of 
Natural Medicine

$1,000 
RECIPIENT 

Deborah 
Grove 
Warrington, 
PA – Temple 
University

$750 
RECIPIENT

Remy 
Cordial 
Rainelle, WV 
West 
Virginia 
University

$250 BOOK AWARD RECIPIENTS

EDUCATION AND SUPPORT
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1,000+
Unique Visits 
 per Month

1,800+
Total Visits per Month

ITPwalk.org

3,000+
Unique Visits 
 per Month

4,000+
Total Visits per Month

GlobalITP.org

36,000+
Unique Visits 
 per Month

55,000+
Total Visits per Month

pdsa.org

Social Networking

15,490
PDSA Facebook Page Followers
facebook.com/plateletdisorder

20,463
Facebook Group Members
facebook.com/groups/PlateletDisorder-
SupportAssociation

11,641
PDSA.org Discussion Group Members

3,121
Instagram Followers
@PDSA_ITP

1,791
X (formally known as Twitter) Followers
@PDSA_ITP

245,388
YouTube Video Views
1,320 Subscribers
@PDSAorg

“ITP Awareness Month means 
showing appreciation to our 
friends, family and healthcare 
team for always supporting our 
ITP journey!”

“We just need to keep spreading 
the knowledge and facts about 
the disease and people just need 
to be more sympathetic, even if 
we look ‘fine.’”

480
LinkedIn Followers

“BEHIND THE MYSTERY OF CHRONIC ITP”
PDSA Partners with the Lifetime 
Channel in Honor  
of ITP Awareness Month

PDSA and members of the ITP community were called on to help raise awareness for ITP on 
Behind the Mystery, a recurring series on Lifetime’s The Balancing Act which is devoted to 
rare and genetic disease advocacy. The program dedicated to ITP featured Caroline Kruse, ITP 
patient and PDSA member Brenda Shy, PDSA Medical Advisor Terry Gernsheimer, MD, and 
hosted by Montel Williams and Olga Villaverde. 

AWARENESS AND OUTREACH
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Awareness Month and Sport Purple  
for Platelets Day 2023
ITP Awareness Month 2023 emphasized the importance of bringing attention to 
ITP with a single goal in mind: to improve outcomes for those living with this rare 
bleeding disorder. And the ITP community stepped forward with determination 
and purpose. Throughout September, ITP patients, caregivers, friends and family, 
and professional partners and advocates made a splash, holding fundraisers, 
donning purple, lighting buildings and monuments purple, and sharing what they 
know about ITP. Together, this engaged community continues to move the needle 
forward by amplifying the experience of ITP patients around the world.

AWARENESS AND OUTREACH
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2023: A Successful Year for 
Pump It Up For Platelets! 
To celebrate PDSA’s 25th anniversary, PDSA set a goal to host twenty-five fundraising events 
throughout the year. The ITP community demonstrated its commitment by actively working 
together and taking important steps to raise awareness for ITP and funding for PDSA programs 
and research.

TOTAL RAISED:  
$66,105

# OF EVENTS: 
25 Pump It Up  
For Platelets!  

events were held in  
the US and Canada

TOTAL PARTICIPANTS:  
1,000+

COMMUNITY EVENTS
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Cardio Drumming for Platelets
The Villages, FL
$1,800
Event Organizers: Marcia and Jim Freed
 
Devin Bowl
Highland, IL
$16,528
Event Organizers: Donna and Kent Winter
 
For the Love of Gracie/Lindal 
Fundraisers
Everett, WA
$1,285
Event Organizers: Jenn and Andy Lindal
 
New York Life Fundraiser
$1,240
Event Organizer: New York Life 
 
Pedal For Platelets
Tucson, AZ
$2,500
Event Organizer: Michael Tarantino, MD
 
Pump It Up For Platelets! –  
Pints for Platelets
Columbus, OH
$33,278
Event Organizers:  
Ashley and Greg Randolph
 
Pump It Up For Platelets!
Detroit, MI
$10,237
Event Organizer: Tracey Parker
 

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Indianapolis, IN
$1,320
Event Organizer: Beth Anne Ennen
 
Pump It Up For Platelets!
London, ON
$4,245
Event Organizers:  
Jennifer and Luigi DiRaimo
 
Pump It Up For Platelets!
Orange County, CA
$7,152
Event Organizers: Cathy Aldama,  
Leilani Fitzgerald, Melissa Hilsabeck,  
and Kelly Torres

Pump It Up For Platelets!
South San Francisco, CA
$6,480
Event Organizer: Rigel
 
Pump It Up For Platelets!
Thousand Oaks, CA
$1,010
Event Organizer: Amgen
 
VandeVelde Fundraisers
Topeka, KS
$18,941
Event Organizers: Jessica, Cody,  
and Peyton VandeVelde

CIRCLE OF HOPE • EVENT ORGANIZERS
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CORPORATIONS AND 
FOUNDATIONS

Alpine Immune Sciences
AmazonSmile Foundation
America’s Charities 
Amgen
argenx 
The Caine Family Foundation
Caterpillar Foundation
Charities Aid Foundation of 

America
JP Chase Morgan & Co.
CSL Behring Biotherapies  

for Life
Elma Research
EveryLife Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
General Dynamics Land 

Systems – Canada
Give Lively Foundation
Goldman Giving Fund
Janus Henderson Foundation
Novartis 
OneHope
Pledgeling Foundation
Rigel Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
RWS Life Sciences
Sanguine Bio
Sanofi Pharmaceuticals
Schwab Charitable Fund
Sobi
Société de Services Financiers 

Fonds FMOQ Inc.
Talcott Resolution/JP Morgan 

Chase Bank

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES

Benevity Fund
YourCause, LLC

BENEFACTORS ($500-
$999)

Ascension 
Lee Baggett
Bo Brault
Dane Christiansen
Elizabth and Roger Cornwall
Matt Del Monaco
Salvatore DiFazio
Nadine Djordjevic

Judith Du Pont
Kim and Jim Everett
Brandy Fincham
Jerry Fox
Marcia and James Freed
Barbara Genen
Patricia and Gilbert George
Wendy Gibson
Francis Henry
Melissa Hilsabeck
Susan Hilsabeck
LandCare USA LLC –  

Phoenix Branch 
L.T. and Jon Larson
Michael Mulder
Susan and Dale Paynter
Raul Rodriguez
Mark Ruelle
David Santos
Margot and John Shortridge
Bunnie Stevenson
Joanne Stitz
Isabel Suarez
Sonia Vandama

ASSOCIATES  
($250-$499)

Laura Acquadro
Julie and Paul Agius
Laura Alioto
Susan Anderson
Sarah and Craig Antas
Taryn Bell

Barbara and David Bugen
Mike Carpenter
Donna and Charles Carter
Byung Choi
Javier Corripio
Michael Cucka, MD
CustomInk 
Michael DeMichele, PhD
Mary DeSilva
Randi and Barry Deutsch
Lloyd Diamond
Deborah and Stephen Downie
Robert Downing
Nathan Dyer
Janell and Daniel Eriks
Mary Esche
Nancy Esterl
Carey Franklin-Mcinnes
Dick Geis, MD
Tomas Geoghegan
Sonya Hall Turner
Nancy and Randy Henry
Andrew Hromyak
Tai Hu
June Igarashi
Donna Jordan
Keraz Transportation, Inc. 
Daniel King
Adrienne Lapchuk
June and Richard Lee
Andrea Leone
John Letang
Bruce Levine

It is through the thoughtful generosity of so many that PDSA is able to 
fulfill its mission of enhancing the lives of people with ITP and other 
platelet disorders through education, advocacy, research and support. 
Each year, thousands of individuals, organizations, corporations, and 
foundations provide meaningful support through charitable gifts, 
membership, tributes in memory or honor of family and friends, 
sponsorships of programs, and special events.

Every gift is important and truly appreciated. The following lists 
recognize those who stepped forward to support our efforts in 2023.

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($10,000+)
Jeanne Habjan
Joan and Richard Jordan
Caroline and Ken Kruse
Mary Lou Lyons
Katharine McCleary
Ashley and Greg Randolph
David Sherman

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($5,000-$9,999)
Charlotte Cunningham-Rundles, MD and James Bussel, 

MD
Madeline and John Hromyak
David Rinker
Jessica and Cody VandeVelde
Donna and Kent Winter
Cheri and Derek Zimmerman
Joyce and Dale Zimmerman

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($3,000-$4,999)
John Dwyer
Kishen Kavikondala
Jacqueline and Bruce Prescott
Shirley Pruitt
Caroline and Roger Todd

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($2,000-$2,999)
Gigi Barry
Mary and James 

Benvenuto
William Deaver
Robert Feiner
Noelle and Mat Heyman

Sherrill Hudson
Josette Loeblein
Jody and Jon Shy
Kathy and Ross Tanner

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($1,000-$1,999)
Karen and Adam Avrick
Amita and Ranjive Bhalla
Esther and Paul Brandt
Brendan Cameron
Jennifer and Luigi DiRaimo
Nora and Tom Dobson
Jan and Steve Gardner
Terry Gernsheimer, MD
Jen and Benjamin Grimes
Tina Harris, MD
Kristin Henrikson and  

Jon Brandt
Patricia and Bennett 

Henrikson
Karen and David Imig
Mary and James Ingmire
Joanne Janssen
Tim Johnson
Jerry Jones
Emily and Kris Kile
Louise Kittel Mason
Judith Klavans
Irene Kuter, MD and  

David Kuter, MD, DPhil

Ilene Weitz, MD and 
Howard Liebman, MD

Jenn and Andy Lindal
Irma and Daniel Miles
Deborah and William 

Mulligan
Amy and Anthony Pardo
Jeanne and Dan Pinnell
Patricia and John 

Proescholdt
Patricia Pulley
Mel Ray
Virginia Rennie
Patricia Robbins
Sharon and David Roberts
Karen Rosenbaum and  

Ben McClinton
Julie and Michael Spieker
Dana and Thomas Stotz
Sarah and Daniel Todd
Theresa and Tony Waxlax
Susan and Lewis Wirshba

“You have no idea how PDSA has helped 
Jimmy and I. Jimmy feels that he is not alone 
on this journey. That there are other people 
who share his fears. That there are doctors 
who care, and new treatments always on the 
horizon.”

– Laura G.

Thank you for all you do to help people 
survive this nightmare disease!

– Lewis B

2023 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES
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Income Funding

How The Funds Were Used

Programs	 $1,232,083
General & Administrative	 $	 145,161
Fundraising	 $	 119,794

Total	 $1,497,038

Net Assets at end of Year (accumulated)	 $6,043,608 

Contributions	 $	 522,520
Corporate Sponsorships & Grants	 $	 373,528
Conference Fees	 $	 561,980
Membership Dues	 $	 148,796
Research Donations	 $	 527,595
Sales, Investment Income & Other Revenue	 $	 122,951

Total	 $2,257,370 

8% 
Fundraising10% 

General & 
Administrative

Cathy Lungen
Colin Maher
Adriene and Donald Matthews
McGoogan McGoogan
Sally McGowan
Chip Moore
Patricia and Thomas Morris
Sandra Noykoff
Thomas O’Connell
Adrienne Offenberg
Shawn-Laree O’Neil
Doug Randolph
Lisa Raterman
Red Oak High School  

Student Council 
Kristen and Steven Reinsel
Michael Rowley
Marlyce and James Rysavy
Elizabeth Schweinsberg
Debbie and Thomas Serra
Gail Strachan and David Bannon
Christopher Tebow
William Travis
The Trustees of Westminster 

School, Inc. 
Rachel Valentine
Tamara Vanek
Ronald Virgin

CONTRIBUTORS  
($100-$249)

Maya Abela
Lisa and Christopher Aebli
Cassandra Ahrens
Diane Alaggia
Wes Albright
Michael Aldama
Rae Aliquo
Jayne Ameri
Hannah Anderson
Mary Anne Anderson and  

Scott Larson
William Andrews
Angeleta Angelo-Levitt
Lorelei Armstrong
Sue and Gary Arnold
Knowles Atchison
Marianne Augustine
David Bacon
Chris Banko
Dail Barbour
Denise Barnes
Anne Barry
Bruce Becker
Jody Belkowski
Douglas Bergesen
Karen and Gary Besley
Shailen Bhatt
Vijay Kumar Boddu
Sue Bommarito
Frank Bosco
Jessica Boston
Michael Boxer
Jane Bronson
Cheryl and Bryce Bronstein
Kathy Brown
Patty Buccellato

Lindsay Burgette
Bill Burrows
Donna Butts
Lea and Dale Cady-Lewis
Rose Ann and Gerald Campbell
Ryan Campbell
Rosemarie Campisi
Christian Carlsen
Barbara Carter
Sheila and Eric Carter
Elizabeth Cashmark
Joan Cauce
Charles Chen
Catherine Cheo-Isaacs
Richard Chinnici
Chipotle Mexican Grill 
Andy Chiu
Kim Chumley
Wallie and Willard Clark
Matthew Clifford
Jonathan Codispoti
Mary and Douglas Coleman
Dominic Collar
Heather and Jeffrey Collins
Thomas and Meredith Connar
Gerald Conley Memorial 
Diana and Luca Conte
Molly Cotter
Stella Couban
Deborah Cousineau
Debbie and Richard Couture
Talon Crist
Jonathan Curtin
Deborah Dakin
Susan Daly
Corazon de Castro
Alicia Denoon
Smita Desai
John Di Raimo
Judy Didier
Tyler Dingus
Lori Distler
Kimberly Dobbins
Kathleen Dolan
Michael Domurat
Maureen Donovan
Tiffany and John Donovan
Gregory Dowling
Nancy Doyle
Lynn Dryburgh
Lib Elder
Lorraine Emerick
Beth Ennen
Louise Enoch
Brian Esler
Leslie Essoglou
John Faust
Emily Fiers
Susanna Figas
Nicholas Filannino
Vickie Fischer
Julie Fitch
Leilani Fitzgerald
Neil Fleitell
Flinn Engineering LLC 
Allison and Keith Flowers
Kathleen Foos

5% 
Sales, Investment Income 
and Other Revenue

7% 
Membership Dues

82% 
Programs

23% 
Contributions

25% 
Conference Fees

17% 
Corporate 
Sponsorships & Grants

23% 
Research 
Donations
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Brenda and David Foster
Susan and Timothy Fowler
Kathleen and Steven 

Frederick
Brad Frome
Tracy Funk
Tom and Beverley Galetti 

Gilmore
Lanie Gastman
Nicki Gatling
Roslyn Gill Heafitz
Jenny Gilroy
Lisa Glasband
Kathryn Gleghorn
Marian Glenn
Unique Glover
Karen Goss
Carlyn and John Gramer
Stephanie Grant
Danielle Greaves
Kimberly Griffin
Rebecca Grimaldi
Nancy and John Groh
Linda and Robert Guilmette
Lana Halili
Michael Halpern
Rebecca Harper
Diane Harris
Kathleen Harris
Heather Harvey
Joseph Healy
Teresa Healy
Brian Heath
Margo and Martin Hecht
Eva and Istvan Hegedus
John Henderson
Patty, Layman & Kyle 

Hendrex
Gail Hendrie
Jerod Henneberg
Carl and Mona Henrichs
Gary Henry
Sam Hergert
Eric Hernandez
Kurt Hiedler
Peggy and John Hilsabeck
Karen Hopson
Mary and Richard Horgan
Greg and Mary Howell
Cyrus Hsia
Michael Huddlestun
Beth Hulteen Burkle
Marsha and Richard Inman
Innovative Choreography LLC 
Susumu Inoue
Lori and Dick Ireland
Barbara and James Jacobs
Robert Jenkins
Ann and William Jones

Yvonne and Ralph Jones
Diane Joppie
Lois Kahle
Judith Kaiser
Ashley Kanney
Karin Kao
Rebecca Kapanoske
Deanne Katzmann
Francesca Kehoe
Gloria Keller
Philip Kenny
Leila Kessel
Linda Kilchenstein and 

Matthew Dittrich
Nedra and Tim Kingsbury
Pete Kingsley
Sue Kinsler
Darlene and Arlan Kirkwood
John Klein
James and James Knurek
Susan Koss
Stephen Koval
Sarah Kriska
Matthew Kunce
Kim and Dave Kusel
Andrew Kuzma
Jeff Laco
Joseph Laco
Martin Laco
Sandra LaFrance
Lorena Landazuri
Laura Langman and  

James Hanson
David Lapchuk
Nancy Lapinski
Patricia and Dirk Leasure
Nicole Lee
Ulla Lehtonen
Beverley and George Letcher
Beth Levine
Jack Levitt
Cyndi Lewandowski
Thomas Lewandowski
Dale Lewis
Darrell Lewis
Joni and Alan Lichtin, MD
Veronica Ligouri
Don Llarena
John Loader
Paula Lopez
Valerie Love
John Lovinger
Patrick Lynch
Helen MacDonald
Karin Magnuson
Melanie and Matthew 

Mandros
Lucille Marchione
Allison and Paul Mardeusz

Katie Marinelli
Anthony Marinello
Esteban Masuda
Johanna and Mark Mathis
Judy Matsushima
Faye Matty
William Matty
Jen May
Grace Mazzocchi
Ruth McCluskey
Laura McCoy
Annette McCreary
Amy McGregor-Radin and 

Robert Radin 
Elisa and Mike McHolan
Jan McMillan
Bonnie McMillian
Jessica and Michael McNally
Kirsten McQueen
Harriet McSweeney
Kristine and Bryan Mehl
Linda and Stephen Meisel
Thomas Methven
Richard Mikula
Anne and William Millhaem
Kim Milligan
Christina Miranda
Florence and Richard 

Miranda
Debbie Mitchell
Caroline Monroe
Elsa and Steven Morrick
Mike Morrow
Kathryn and Frank Moss
Paul Murphy
Suzanne Murtha
Daniel Mytych
Malay Naik
Sean Namdar
Karen and Randy Nelson
Debra and Phillip Netz
Helen and John Nilsen
Lora Lee Nugent
Jeremy Okray
Michael Olin
Rosalia Olson
Lori and Terry Olszewski
Kathleen Ottobre
Nils Oulundsen
Jennifer Page
Pampered Chef 
Mike Parker
Patricia Parker
Todd Parker
Tracey Parker
Neha Patel
Rajanikant Patel
Scott Peters
Linda Peterson
William Pisciotta
Janice and Alan Pohlman
Harry Poulos
David Priestley
Quackcom LLC 
Samantha Quirk
Anthony Randolph
Jessica Randolph

Michael Randolph
Kathy Redd
Jana Resch
Jerry Rettig
Andras Revesz
Velbeth Reyes
Jose de Jesus Rico
Susan Rife
Karen and Richard Ripple
Toni Roberge
Klaus Roemer
Kathy and Ronald Rolfe
Margaret Rose
Michael Rosen
Lou Rotolo
Jennifer Ruelle
James Ryan
Carrie Safford
Ronald Sait
Barbie Sauve
Joseph Scarnato
Frank Scarpa
Robert Schaejbe
Sandra and Gerald Scheel
Dean Schorno
Donna Schreiber
Schrumpf Insurance Agency, 

Inc. 
Douglas Sereno
Rita and Ajay Sharma
Justin Shelton
Todd Shoemaker
Beth Siegelbaum
Ken Sines
Beverly and John Smith
Lisa Smith
Todd Smith
Charles Spivey
Elizabeth Spivey
Brian Stearns
Aida and Eli Stefan
Julie Stevenson
John Stockbridge
Pam Stowers
John Stratton
Joshua Swartz
Jennifer Tabak

Barbara Tarasovich
Robert Tener
Sachiko Terribile
Kathleen Thomas
Theresa Thrower
Katherine Tobin
Jamie Todd
Leslie Todd
Jim Troyer
Jonathan Tucker
Peter Van Beckum
Linda Van Coillie
Bruce Vanderstowe
Nancy Verhelst
Paul Vetter
Bert Vongpaisal
Jeanne Waite
Randall Walker
Cora and Lindsay Wallace
Joyce Walsh
Shelley Walter
Susan Warden
Stephen Warnick
Dale Wartluft
Dee Watkins
Nora Weage
Shay Webster
Pam and Tom Wehner
Jeanne Werner
Judy Werner
Laura and Kevin White
Barbara and Henry Williams
James Williams
Patricia and Albert Wimmer
Jon Winter
Sherrie Winters
Cami Woodbury
Barbara and Stanley 

Woolever
Lucy Yan
Scott Yohe
Donna and Walter Young
Nariman Yousefi
Patricia Zdrodowski
Christiane and Ben Zeichner
Lan Zheng

“I want to thank the PDSA for providing 
knowledge and support for all of us with 
ITP, finding you was a great step forward 
for me during the darkest moments.” 

– Paul B

“PDSA has been my lifeline!!  
I have had ITP for over 20 years, attended 
several meetings, and learned so much!!”

– Linda M.

“Discovering PDSA has inspired me to 
share my story. When I thought I was 
alone and no one quite knew about my ITP, 
researching about PDSA and hearing other 
people’s experiences encouraged me.”

– Kaitlyn

2023 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES
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2023 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES

FRIENDS ($50-$99)

Jane Acker
William Aitken
Chris Aldama
Emily Aldama
Benjamin Aliquo
Ally Ally
Rocio Alvizures
Theresa Anastasakis
Callie Anderson
Elizabeth Anderson
Janet and Mark Anderson
Helen Ando
Rosalie Aranda
Gail Asbury
Mackay Asbury
Alexis Ashby
Brent Ashby
Sharon Aucker
Michelle Avery
Mari Avila
Susanne Avino
Mark Bacigal
Karen and William Bailey
Terri Baker
John Bario
Kathleen Barnes
Pascale Cormier and Peter 

Barrette
Bernadette Barry
Leah Barsanti
Kathy Bauhof
Barbara Bean
Marcia and James Becker
Shelly Beiting
Roger Belanger
Iowa Beverage 
Nandini Bhatt
Jason Blair
Mike Bliziotes
Caroline and Bo Blundell
Cathy Boggs
Kimberly Bowden-Adair
Stacey Bowers
Sherry and William Bragg
Sara Branscome
Lee Breitmayer
Michael Briggs
Karen Brinser
Sheri Brodnik
Chris Brown
Suzanne Browne
Leo and Mieke Budel
Ann and Frederick Burton
Krista Call
Joanne Callahan
Betty Callister
Janice Campbell
Jeannie Cantave
Tran Cao Dung, Dr.
Nancy Carncross
Jean and Alan Carroll
Nurit Caspi
Marsha Castle
Cynthia Castora
Angela and Franco Cedrone
Hyeong-Ah Choi

Adele and Douglas Cines, 
MD

Marla Clough
Rochelle and Yehuda Cohen
Samantha Colaiacovo
Joanna Cole
Martin Cooper
Patricia and Steven Cordina
Susan Cosgrove
Emmy D’Antonio
Druanne Davies
Winifred Davies-Hancock
Angela Davis
Lynsie Davis
David de Vall
Melanie and William Deaver
Siobhan DeRemer
Frank DiLeo
Joanne Dillahunty
Ernest DiMarzio
Diana DiMeo and Gordon 

Rowse
Tim Dittmar
Joanie Dixon
Mary Ann and Benedetto 

Donatelli
Peggy Draper
Robert Dreyling
Catherine Eagan
Charlotte and Victor 

Ecimovich
Joseph Elluzzi
Amy Ennen
Sandra Enser
Rebekka Esbjornson
Bernard Eydt
Combs Family Family
Karen Feldman
Linda Filice
Lindsay Fleming
Wayne Fogle
Michele Follonier
Victoria Ford
Brenda Foster
Anne Fountain
Karen L Frederick
Lisa French
Carole Friedberg
Tom Furbacher
Helen Fuss
Evelyn and Peter Gaskarth
Thomas Gentsch
Aimee Georgandellis
Jane Gettier
Linda Gill
Joy Glaser
Angela Glover
Maralyn Goheen
Jessica Goodman
Jonathan Goodman
Esther Gorden
Melinda and John Gragnani
Alyssa and Arnold Greenwald
Marie-Eve Grégoire
Ryan Gregory
David Gruol
Hazel and Ted Gull

Janet Guthrie
Barbara Hagedorn
Abby and Jeff Hairston
Michael Hamlin
Jack Hanaway
Jamie Harwell
Pauline Hasund
Christina Hayward
Angela Height
Robin Heiney Betzler
Shannon Heinlen
Sherrill Heinrichs
Brenda Heister
Betsy Hemming
Lily Henson
The Hernacki Family 
Mary and William Hetland
David Hilmer
Curt Hoffman
Alicia Holmes
Rick Houston
Marguerite Hughes
Kristin Hunt
Gwendolyn Hutter
Julia Ingram
Shelly and James Innes
Janice and Joseph Ippolito
Hugo and Mercedes Jauregui
Jackie Jewell
Cel Johnson
Yolanda and Richard Joosten
Kathryn and Scott Kalina
Beverly and Marc Kauffman
Patricia Joan Kawaa
Carolyn and Richard Kennedy
Reba Kennedy
Jeff Keoleian
Michael Kidney
Beau King
Amy Kleinlein
Cynthia Kowal
Rebecca Krinsky Lushaj
Christine and Thomas 

Kroeger
Jeanne Kulesa
Ashesh Kumar
Frank Laco
Dorrie and Phil LaMarr
Susan Landwehr
Margie and Dale Lane
Connie and Dan Largent
Jeffrey Leonardi
Lori Levengood
Helene Levie
Lisa and Steven Sack
Hernan Litman-Schatz
Marilia Longshore
Therese and Rush Loughry
Angela Lucius
Laura Luu
Denise Macedo
Barbara Maloney
Jignyasa Manchanda
Elly Marsh
BJ Marth
Charles Martin
Miki Matsushima

Laura Mattana Dionisio, MD
Susan and Harry Matthews
Tammie Mauter
Jennifer Mazur
Susan McDonald
Manuela and Stephen 

McShane
Christine Meisner
James Memoli
Marcus Mendenhall
Tom Micallef
Yoshitaka Miyakawa, MD
Tracy Monfort
Marie Montoya
Claudia Montuori
Nellary Moody
Luis Fernando Morales Jose
Charlene Morris
Nick Morvant
Muriel Mosley
Susan Mowatt
Dennis Mulberger
Susan and Walter Mullen
Anastasia Munn
Sevilya Murat
Nicholas Murphy
Susan Murphy
Nancy Myers
Hannah Nagel
Janet and Al Nebrig
Jessika Nichol
Tania Nichol
Claire Nie
Susan and Richard Norwood
Diane Nugent, MD
Dave Numme
Keith Ogilvie
Unoma Okorafor
Andrew Ostroth
Camille Ozog
Joy Pakkianathan
Corinne Pantaleo
Nicole Pantaleo
Theresa and Lawrence 

Panzeri
Mary and James Parks
Prarthana Parthasarathy, MD
Laura and John Paszkiewicz
Amee Patel
Roshni Patel
Yojan Patel
Carla Patterson
Cathy and James Peitz
Karen Peralta
Eileen Phelps
Karen Phillips
William Pickles

Jean Pollard
Bruce Pountney
Patricia Preston
Elsie Price
Ginna Priola
Benita and Joseph Proctor
Earl Puzon
Maryjane Quennevile
Robin Racanelli
Deb Ramirez
Angela Ramos
Cory Randolph
Anjani Rao
Maria and Andy Rash
Tracie Reed
Richard Reilly
Natalie Reisinger
Shirley Rennon
Edward Rich
Ana Rodriguez
Phyllis Roggerman
Helene Roiger
Carmen and Jay Rollins
Yolanda Romero
Melissa Rose
Suzanne Rosenthall
William Ross
Charles Rossner
Trish and Paul Santaromana
Judith Schaad
Christopher Schafer
Leonard Schie
Jill Schilp
Rodger Schmid
Ziva Schuchman
Theresa Scott
Raji Shameem
Barbara Shane
Joel Shane
Prachi Sharma, MD
Frank Sherako
Roy Shirah
Alan Showman
Pamela and Ron Siegel
Marie Silvestri
Mary Simon
Amrita Singh
Paul Singh
Kristine Sittler
Jil Sloan
Charlene Smith
Todd Smith
Lori Solomine
Omer Soykan
Ray Speitel
Kathryn Spinks
Scott Stanchak

“And just because someone looks fine 
on the outside, and manages to push 
past it, doesn’t mean it doesn’t take their 
everything.”
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Dana Stasiewicz
Marian Stirrup
Phyllis and Bill Stovall
Shelly and Jerry Stuhers
Lois Syth
Martha Tahmoressi
Katsuko Takahashi
Steven Tambone
Linda and Charles Taylor
Melissa Taylor
Sue and Francis Terminella
Andrea Thompson
Chris Thorne
Judy Tighe
Jill and Matt Tillinghast
Chris Torres
Laurie Trestrail
Tracy Trueblood
Marsha Ulmer
Milind Vakhariya
Brian Valentine
Paul Van Buren
Martha Van Der Mersch
Joyce VanderWeide
Karen VanderWeide
Karen Vaughn
Jose Vazquez
Joyce Vyhnanek
Robert Waldman
John Walsh
Parker Watt
Darlene Weinmann
Maryann Welch
Theresa Wellington
Stefani Whetzel
Lillian Whitford
Brenda Winter
Florence Witzeman
David Wolter
Felix Yanovsky
Kerri Yuchuck
Allison Yuzuki
John Zavitz

MEMBERS ($25-$49)

Debbie Abare
Mark Abensohn
Haley Agius
Paul Agius
Charrie Agraviador
Catherine Aguilar
Jairo Aguilar
Karina Ahuatzi
Rita Aizman
Anthony Allen
Jeanne Altman
Angela Andersen
Bradley Anderson
Vernard Anderson
Sheryl Anderson-Sommons
Michael Antonellis
Eileen Aponte-Blowers
Joseph Arcano
George Arnold
Treg Arthalony
Salsee Trivedi and Shailabh 

Atal

Audrey Atkins
Robin Atwood
Victoria Augustin
Kate Autry
Katherine Autry
Elizabeth Bacigal
Eileen Backes
Diane Bader
Elise and Jeff Baggett
David Baker
Clarissa Balatan
Peggy Banks
James Bankston
Debra and Louis Barbone
Susanna Barkataki
Daleena Barnes
Betty Barrett
Linda Barrett
Heather Bartholomew
Joanne Bashford
Brenda Beattie
Allie Becker
Robyn Becker
Cara Bedwell
Charlene Bell
Regina Bell
Kim and Andrew Bennett
Jacqueline Berger
Doris and Ronald Bergmann
Robert Bergsund
Vincent Beurois
Rebecca Bewersdorf
Joni Bishop
Lisa Bliss
Joanne and William Blum
Prince Boateng
Deborah Boggs
Michele and Robert 

Bohlmann
Julie Bolick
Tiffany Bond
Linda Book
Haley Borin
Olivia Bour
Hillary and Carlos 

Braverman
Shirley Breuker
Lewis Brinin
Ann Brobst
Marie Brooker
Shari Brown
Maureen Bruns
Gary Buchman
Alisa Buckingham
Mieke and Leo Budel-

Mobach
Andrea Burfield
Jennifer Butler
Mary Butler
Robert Cameron
Judy Cammelot
Glenda Camp
Dave Campbell
Carol Canning
Katherine Carlson
Maria Carpenedo
Connie Carroll
Cathy Cassells

Christie Catalano
Kerry Cataldo
John Cento
Chalhub Chalhub
Stephanie Chamberlin
Ruby Chan
Adrienne Chan Say
Davy Charlottenfeld-Starnov
Suman and Sharmila 

Chaudhuri
Jill Chmelko
Jessica Christofferson
Mark Ciesielski
Lauren Claflin
Bradley Claycamp
Jessie Coffey
Marie and Ryan Coffland
Vera Coggins
Kathleen and Richard Cole
Kristy Coleman
Susan Colletto
Sarah Collins
Jodi Colucci
Luis Combe
Sara Combes
Patricia Conry
David Contorno
Nancy and John Coonts
Nancy Cooper
Marlene Cooper Williams
Stacy Costello
Lauren Cowen
Jennifer Cox
Tina Craddock
Carol and Douglas Crowley
Chad Crummy
Christopher Cubias
Joanne and Richard Cutshall
Wanda da Rosa
Patricia and Allen Dahringer
Tiffany Davall
Stacy Davis
Sharon Dawson
Joyce and Gary Day
Eddy Myla De Castro
Maria De Jesus
Rachel Dean-Haas
Larry Dearman
Jacquelin Deatcher
Matthew DeCamp
Sharon DeJule
Nancy DellaPorta
Barbara Dennison and 

Christopher Henkels
Monique Denton
Abby DePaul
Bhavikkumar Desai
Louie Despeaux
Louise and John DeStefano
Rachel Detta
James Diamond
Paula Dierkes
Shannon Dilday
Aerial Donovan
Therese Dotson
Peggy and Wayne 

Douberley
Diane Dowling

Sandra Drengacz
Aline Dunn
Carrie DuPuy
Nancy and Jack Easton
Haregewein Edossa
Jason Eldred
Julie Ellis
Donna Eltringham
Michelle Emerson
Bryan Engel
Regina Engel
Sylvia and Joachim Engel
Phillip Englert
Carlee Ennen
Megan Ennen
Suzanne and Peter 

Erndwein
Audrey and Gene Farmer
Sandra Farmer
Tammy Fassett
Emily Feagle
Ethan Felderstein
Christina Fernandez
Donna Fernandez
Jean Field
Carol Fields
Janice Filiatraut
Susan Finley
Emma Finucan
Caryn Fish
Jemi Fisher
Delia Fitzgerald
Joey Fitzgerald
Joey Fitzgerald
Paula Fleury
Dorothy and Joseph 

Fontana
Douglas Forberger
Nicholas Forth
Adam Francescutto
Ben Franco
Joey Frank
Allana and Raulo Frear
Alvin Freedman
Bonnie Frey
Janice Frezel
Ken Friedman
Derek Fritz
Mark Fuller
Mimi Gaines
Brigitta Gallimore
Lisa Gannon
Linda Gao
Barney Gary
Ann and Pete George
Bobbie Ghosh
Samantha Giacobbe
Daniele Gibney
Lisa Gibson
Audrey Giles
Elizabeth Glegola
Constance and Garrett Gold
Laura and James Golding
Pam Goldstein
Sheldon Goldstein
Christopher Gomez
Denise and Willard Goode
Dana Goodman

Liam Goodman
Tammie Goodwin
Pamela Gordon
Bette Gorning and Shawn 

Segur
Dean Gornto
Erich Gottl
Kim Gotz
Kathi and Robert Graham
Mary Grant
Ann Gray
Diane Gray
Elyssa Green
Adrian Grieve
Julie Grindle
Stephanie Grubb
Gloria Guelleme
Rose Guerena
Marc Guerrero
Dolores Guy
Martin Habalewsky
Tari and Karl Hafner
Bich Hall
Maureen and Luke Hally
Linda Hanson
Kathy and David Hardman
Anna Hargreaves
Gail Harris-Bruno
Aileen Harvey
Patricia and Richard Harvey
Ebony Hatter
Leigh and David Heidemann
Harry Heise
Lee Hemberg
Kyle Hendrex
Lauren Hendrex
Denice Henson
Jeanne Hicks-Jordan
Giselle and Steve Higgins
David Hindi
Joy Hobbs
Linette and Derrick 

Hoelscher
Andrew Hoffman
Lori Hoffman
Mary Lou Hoffman
Sheila Holmes
Willa Horton
Evelyn Howe
Gordon Hudson
George Hulbert
Elizabeth Hurbis
Terri Hurbis
Nancy Huth
Khadijah Islam
Emily Israelson
Cheryl Jannetto
Kaitlyn and Xavier Jauregui
Maureen and Robert Jelloe
Constance Jenniges
Elizabeth Johnson
Mary Johnson
Thomas Jones
Shelia Jones-Degreaffenreidt 

and Lee Degreaffenreidt
Donna and James Jorgenson
Megan Josey
Glen Jusczyk
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Samantha Kalina
Jill Kamps
Lisa Kanka
Josh Kaplan
Gayatri Kashid
Husam Kashmoola
Bob Keeley
Nicole Keith
Devynne Kellogg
Karen Kelly
Ashley Kerns
Jo Ann Kerns
Boon Khaw
Bonnie Kilianek
Genevieve Kilianek
Thomas and Linda Kimbro
Barbara King
Loni and Ira Kirsch
William Kleppinger
Arlene Knudsen
Gauree Konijeti
Patricia and Thomas 

Koppinger
Marcia Korneisel
Christine Kovacs
Elizabeth Kruzel
Sandi and Denis Kwiatkowski
Helena Lanzi
Teresa LaPolla
Renee Larum
Gisela Lauer
Rose Lee
Victoria Lefelar
Diana Leggett
Carolyn Leski
Barbara and Julian Leventhal
Alice and Barry Levitin
John Lewandowski
Ann-maree Leyden
Marjo Lindberg
Maria Linden
Diane Luft
Clancy Lundy
Jairo Macedo
Ray MacWhirter
Maureen Madigan
Matt Malcomson
Caroline Mancha
Jean Marconett
Ellen Maron
Edgar Marquez
Melanie Martel

Leili Martin
Robert Martin
Christian Martine
Jamie Mattei
Verna Mattill
Tara May
Roger and Marta McCall
Chanelle McCampbell
Louise McGillis
Susan McGuiness
Stacie McLaughlin
Deana McMillan
David Melsom
Antonio Mendez
Ella Menendez
William Merritt
Pauline Miao
Muriel Midon
Mary Mikrut
Beth and Jeffrey Miller
Julie Miller
Kent Miller
Kristy Miller
Raymond Miller
Tammy Mines
Judy and Jack Minsley
Virginia Mishkin
Beau Mitchell
Padmini Mongia
Kim Moon
Sharon Moore
Keith Moorefield
Eric Morales
Juan Moreira
Christina Morgan
Natalie Morris
Kate Morrison
Wanda Mortensen
Sharon and Mark Mulder
Lynn Muller
Karen and James Mulligan
Carol and James Mullis
Matthew Murphy
Trish Muscat
Dianne Napolitano
Ellen Nathe
Nancy Newby
Joan Newfield
Nicky Newsome
Christine Nicholl
Diane Nix
Lisa Norwood

Debra Novack
Pamela Nye
Elsa O’Farrell
Avneet and Damondeep 

Oberoi
Denise Ochs
Marsha and Jake O’Donnell
Carol Ogarek
Christine Olagundoye
Vickie Oldham
Gary Olson
Synnova Olson
Calvin Ort
Jane Otto
Jennifer Pack
Marina Paniara
Devon Pankiw
Connie Parent
Judy Parisio
Heli Patel
Sonal Patel
Tejal Patel
Varsha Patel
Karin Pavlov
Dolores and Anthonty 

Pedalino
Noel Pellerin
Marianne Perkins
Tanya Peters
Phyllis Pette
Martin Pfinsgraff
Linda Pflug
Holly Phoenix
Eleanor and Wesley 

Pietkiewicz
Angela Pippenger
Elizabeth and Thompson 

Pizzolato
Martina Plank
Patricia Polley
Laura Popoff
Jeannine Potzler
Jeri and Bill Preston
Mark Price
Kristina Pringle
Heather Prinz
Chiara Provasi
Jennifer Purcell
Ann and Carl Quaglino
Logan Quinn
Theresa Quinn
Randall Rahberg
Elisa Ramirez
Melinda and Robert Rayder
Chandra Reddy
Frank Rehor
Cindy Rendl
Thomas Restivo
DeeAnne and David Reynolds
Susan Reynolds
Angela Richardson
Mike Richardson
Rollin Richman
Ellen Rinehart
Rosemarie Ringenbach
Grace Riordan
Kate Riordan

Krista Riordan
Bryan Rivers
Lauren Roden
Don Rolph
Karishma Romero
Stephen Rondinelli
Julie Rosenberg
Cynthia Rosenstein
Jessica Ross
Janet Rothwell
Evan Rowe
Vincent Ruiz
Alexis Russell
Allison Saavedra
Sean Sabbatini
Leslie and Simon Saks
Mercedes Sanchez Meinel
Ina Scanlon
Lisa Schardin
Jessica Schleeter
Kim Schofield
Kerry Schroeder
Kelly Schrubba
Dana Schultz
Meredith Schulz
Tammy Schwartz
Vanessa Schwartz
Karen and Larry Schwilk
Mary and Matthew Segebart
Sandro Senn
Olga Serna
Reema Sethi
Stephanie Sevelovitz
Melissa Shah
Suzanne and Robert Shaw
Bill Shearer
Evelyn Sheffield
Dawn and Richard Sherman
Keith Sherman
Valerie Sherrill
Michele Shumaker
Brenda Shy
Candace Shy
Hilda Sierra
Ryan Sills
Mary and Byron Singleton
Marilyn Slater
Cheryl Smith
Gloria Smith
Michelle Smith
Reginald Smith
Lorraine and John Snelling
Sarah Snyder
Jane Soderberg
Jonathan Solomon
James Spence
Marlene Spicher
Patricia Spinelli
Mary Spranger
Ilene and Michael Squillace
Carol Stageman
Barbara and Edward Stein
Maria Stevens
Nick Stewart
Glenda Stormes-Bice
Carl Stroder
Barbara Sturman

Kay Suzelis
Yolanda Svitak
Amy Swain
Nancy Swingle
Ryan Sylvester
Christina Sym
Halina Szelagowicz
David Takacs
Robert Tanghal
Chelsea Taylor
Laura and Gregory Teufel
Erich Tews
Paul Therrien
Gwendolyn Thomas
Mary Thomas
Michele Thomas
Amber Thomassen
Kimberly Thompson
Christoph Thonfeld
Gina Tirri
Liliana Torrealba
Lauren Toy
Vignesh TR
Lourdes Treviño Bailon
Thomas Trotzer
Carol Tumino
Julia Turner
Mary Turner
Hina Ullah
Diane Valenti
Mary Vander Veen
Christina Vann
Nancy and Henry Verity
Andrea Vernon
Jill Voerste and Chad Nelson
Rohn Wagner
Grace and Stephen Walker
Becky Walkowiak
Gary Ward
Stefani Waulk
Louann Weaver
Janet Weeks
Savannah Weeks
Lorraine and H. Thomas 

Weinhardt
Margaret Wells
Ruth and Chester Wells
Judith White
Sylvia and Autwelle Whyte
Ronald Wiesman
Whitney Wigginton
Pamela Wildeman
Deborah Williams
Samantha Williamson
Pam Wilson
Sharon Wimperis
Adrienne Winsley
Scott Wirick
Laura Witczak
Peter Wood
Mike Xu
Erlinda Yates
Stephanie Youlios
Daniel Zambrano
Janet Zolezzi
Elizabeth Zook
Kimberley Zydeck

“The docs are INCREDIBLE – any time with 
them is learning time. We were blown away 
by them and loved all their talks.”

“This was an amazing experience. The 
community for ITP patients and caregivers is 
beyond amazing …Wish I would have found 
PDSA years ago!”
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Postmaster: Send address changes to 
PDSA
8751 Brecksville Road, Suite 150 
Cleveland, OH 44141

8751 BRECKSVILLE ROAD, SUITE 150
CLEVELAND, OH 44141

PDSA remains committed to operating accountability and transparency. 

We are proud to be accredited by the Better Business Bureau; 

recognized as a Gold Level participant by GuideStar; and designated as 

an official “Give with Confidence” charity by Charity Navigator.

 

Over 25 Years of ITP Leadership  
PDSA Remains By Patients for Patients

PDSA intimately understands the ITP patient experience.  
Founded by an ITP patient in 1998, we remain patient-led today. 

The patient perspective is a differentiator for PDSA and the reason we are so passionate about our 
focused efforts in EDUCATION, ADVOCACY, RESEARCH, and SUPPORT. 

TOGETHER, WE KEEP ITP PATIENTS AT THE CENTER.

SUPPORT PDSA TODAY! Visit pdsa.org/give

EDUCATION

SUPPORT

ADVOCACY

RESEARCH


